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The Golf Course at Eastward Ho! 

 

"The Golf Course at Eastward Ho!" was written to tell the story of the golf course and to 
describe the eighteen golf holes at Eastward Ho!   The impetus for this project was the 
author's amateur interest in golf course architecture and a desire to apply an evolving 
knowledge of golf course design to the golf course at Eastward Ho! 

This essay is not a comprehensive history of Eastward Ho!  Edward Harriman (1973,  
1978) and Virginia Doherty (1988) have previously recorded the history of the club.   
This project is limited to the story of the golf course and descriptions of the historic, 
topographic, architectural, and strategic characteristics of the eighteen golf holes. 

The hole-by-hole discussions include:  yardage from the back tees, par, design 
characteristics, comments on the history, land, and features of the hole, thoughts on 
strategic playing of the hole, and names which have been suggested for the hole.  

"The Golf Course at Eastward Ho!" was initially written by and for the author with no 
intended audience.  A brief essay was begun in 2009, and it has evolved to the present 
manuscript. The opinions expressed are personal, and they do not represent the club or 
any committee at Eastward Ho! This work was not authorized by Eastward Ho!   

The information presented is believed to be accurate, and references have been provided.  
However, this project is a work in progress.  If readers discover incomplete information 
or unintended errors, please send suggestions for improvement.  I want to get it right. 

 
Thank you for reading this essay.  I hope you enjoy it.    
 
Bill Healy MD 
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The Golf Course at Eastward Ho! 
 

 

Introduction 

 

The golf course at Eastward Ho! is situated on Cape Cod in Chatham, Massachusetts on a 
narrow peninsula called Nickerson Neck.  The one hundred thirty-two acre parcel is 
surrounded by Pleasant Bay on the North and the Crows Pond on the South.  The 
property has been called an “awesome spit of land buffeted by swirling winds on the 
shores of Pleasant Bay”.  The land, the water, the wind, and the golf course design are the 
essential elements of the golf course at Eastward Ho! 
 

 
Aerial View of the Golf Course at Eastward Ho! from the West 
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The Land 

 
The founders of Eastward Ho!, who were primarily golfers and business men from 
Boston, discussed building a championship golf links on Cape Cod as early as 1912.  
They looked at several potential sites for a seaside golf course, and in 1916, they focused 
their efforts on a two hundred fifty acre peninsula called Nickerson Neck in Chatham, 
Massachusetts.  However, their project was delayed by World War I. 
 
The founders consulted Willie Park Jr. from Scotland to evaluate the feasibility of 
building a golf course on the Nickerson Neck property.  Mr. Park was a British Open 
champion and a well known golf course architect (Sunningdale, Huntercombe, Gullane, 
Olympia Fields, Ottawa Hunt, Calgary Golf, and Weston Golf).  “His report was entirely 
favorable, and he stated that in his judgment, at comparatively small cost, a golf course 
could be laid out on this land which would be equal to any other course either in America 
or in Great Britain”.  It is not clear when Mr. Park visited Chatham or why the founders 
did not ask him to design their golf course.   
 
Subsequent to Willie Park’s evaluation, one of the founders, George Willett, purchased 
one hundred forty-two acres of undeveloped land on Nickerson’s Neck in Chatham.  The 
land was purchased  from Roland C. Nickerson on February 6, 1917.  The property was 
bordered by a state highway on the west (Route 28), a town road (Fox Hill Rd.)and the 
Crows Pond on the south, Chatham Land and Trust property on the east, and Pleasant 
Bay on the north.  The property had 1.3 miles of Pleasant Bay coastline.  There were 
several building lots on the property----one near the current maintenance building, which 
was the former home of Ensign Nickerson and his wife Aunt Becky, and another near the 
current eleventh green.  A shipbuilding business had previously been operated near the 
lower sixth fairway and the seventh tee. 
  
Great Point Golf Club was founded on February 9, 1917, and the new golf club acquired 
George Willett’s Nickerson Neck property for a new golf course on November 8, 1917.  
Great Point Golf Club changed its name to Chatham Country Club on July 29, 1920, and 
on April 12, 1921, the club bought eighty additional acres of land at the eastern end of the 
Nickerson property from Charles Ashley Hardy.  This land was formerly owned by the 
Hotel Chatham partnership, which operated the hotel from 1890 to 1910.  This property 
included the area called Great Point and the freshwater pond called Fox Run.  
Approximately nine acres of the Hardy land was previously taken by the United States 
for the Naval Air Station at Chatham, which was operational from 1918 through 1920.  
Much of the Hardy land was sold for residences in order to raise funds to maintain club 
operations and support the club’s finances. 
 
The Eastward Ho! Golf Links at Chatham Country Club was built mostly on the land 
acquired by George Willett from Roland Nickerson, Jr. 
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Land-----The land on which the golf course sits is a glacial moraine formed by the retreat 
of the North Atlantic glacier at the end of the Ice Age.  The topography of the property is 
rolling, convoluted, and undulating terrain with elevations and depressions formed by 
sand ridges, glacial hollows, dunes, mounds, gorges, and gullies.  Glacial retreat created 
the irregular topography, and the land was shaped by strong winds over several centuries.  
  
The first President of the club wrote in 1924, “Nature has provided us with one of the 
finest locations possible for a golf course.  When our work is completed, Eastward Ho! 
will be comparable only with the very finest courses on either side of the Atlantic.  Our 
situation, on a peninsula, surrounded by the sea, with unsurpassed vistas, is a setting 
unequalled in the United States and hardly surpassed abroad”. 
 
Soil-----The soil at Eastward Ho! is generally sandy with a few clay pockets, and the 
seaside ground drains well. There is a six inch layer of topsoil, a two foot to eight foot 
sub-layer of mixed soil types, and a deep layer of “sugar sand” which accounts for the 
favorable drainage. In some low spots on the golf course, special drains and pumps have 
been installed to enhance drainage.  
 
Turf/Grass-----When the golf course was developed, the natural topsoil supported 
indigenous grasses including Rhode Island Bent Grass, Red Top, and assorted seaside 
fescues. Golf professionals who evaluated the land commented that “the production of a 
fine turf will be extremely easy”.  The original fairways were seeded with Chewing’s 
Fescue imported from New Zealand, and the original greens were seeded with Chewing’s 
Fescue and Creeping Bent Grass from Central Europe.  Water for the turf was provided 
by rain and wells on the property.  The first golf course watering system was installed in 
1964. 
 
Modern turf management at Eastward Ho! utilizes several natural and cultured grasses in 
order to provide stable playing surfaces which will resist turf diseases in the extremes of 
weather in a temperate climate.  Tee and fairway grass is dominated by poa annua and 
ryegrass with lesser growth of bent grass and bluegrass. Mowed rough includes a 
majority of bluegrass and ryegrass with some poa annua.  Grass on the greens is 
approximately fifty percent poa and fifty percent bent grass. Twenty types of poa grasses 
and ten types of bent grass populate the greens. 
 
The beauty of the golf course is enhanced by long, flowing, bronze colored fescue and 
native grasses.  Eastward Ho! has four types of fescue and several native grasses 
including native Eastward Ho! Hair Grass (thin grass in clumps on slopes), Baby 
Bluestem (purple tops), and Switch Grass.   
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The Water 

 
When playing golf at Eastward Ho!, Pleasant Bay  and the Crows Pond create the 
sensation of being surrounded by water.  Scenic water views are intrinsically linked to the 
golfing experience at Eastward Ho!   
 
The original routing of the golf course provided water views on seventeen of eighteen 
holes.  Water could not be seen from the twelfth hole, and one old name suggested for 
Twelve was “Desert”.  However, subsequent to the tree removal program in 2004, water 
can now be viewed from all eighteen golf holes.   
 
The spectacular water views at Eastward Ho! add to the enjoyment of a successful day on 
the links or provide pleasant distraction from a day of errant shots and three putts! 
 
 
 

 
Fifteen sits above Pleasant Bay 
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The Wind 

 
Wind is also an essential element of  golf at Eastward Ho!  Wind changes the golf course 
from day to day and during the course of a round.  Wind is one of the primary defenses 
for a golf course which plays to only 6367 yards from the back tees.  
 
The prevailing wind is a gentle breeze from the Southwest at five to ten miles per hour, 
but the intensity and direction of the wind is constantly changing.   Wind challenges 
every shot on the golf course including putts!  Wind is a natural condition which is 
integral to golf at Eastward Ho! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eastward Ho! Flagpole 
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The Golf Course Design 
 
W. Herbert Fowler-----In 1920, the founders of Eastward Ho! hired William Herbert 
Fowler from London, England to design and construct their new golf course.  At the time, 
Herbert Fowler was sixty-four years old, and although he was not well known in 
America, he had extensive experience as a golf course architect in the United Kingdom. 
 
 

 
W. Herbert Fowler 

 
 

As a young man, Fowler was an outstanding athlete and sportsman who excelled at 
cricket, hunting, and billiards. He played cricket at a national level.  Fowler played his 
first round of golf at age twenty-three at Royal North Devon (Westward Ho!), but he did 
not take golf seriously until he was thirty-five years old.  With his natural athletic ability, 
Fowler became an elite golfer quickly.  He played for England against Scotland in 1903, 
1904, and 1905, and he won many of England’s prestigious amateur golf championships.  
Fowler’s golfing skills and his interest in the game earned him an invitation to become a 
member of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews. 
 
Herbert Fowler entered the golf course design business when his business ventures in 
banking and investing did not provide sufficient revenue to support his family and his 
aristocratic lifestyle.  Fowler was bankrupt, and one of his principal creditors was his 
brother-in-law, Cosmo Bonsor, who was interested in building a heath land golf course.  
Fowler pestered Bonsor for the opportunity to design the new golf course, and eventually 
Bonsor selected Fowler as his golf  course architect------probably in the interest of getting 
some return on the money owed him by Fowler.  In 1902, Cosmo Bonsor appointed W. 
Herbert Fowler as the Walton Heath Course Architect, and Fowler designed and built 
Walton Heath Golf Club in Tadworth, Surrey, England. 
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Fowler’s golf course design and his use of the heath land at Walton Health (1903) was 
widely praised.  Based on this success, he was hired to design and re-design other courses 
in the UK including Royal North Devon--Westward Ho! (1908 redesign), West Surrey 
(1910), Burnham and Berrow (extension 1910), Delamere Forest (1910), Beau Desert 
(1911), Cooden Beach (1912),  Bull Bay (1913),  Royal Automobile Club at Woodcote 
Park (1915),  Yelverton (re-design 1919-1923), Saunton (re-designs 1919 & 1935), and 
Cruden Bay (re-design 1926).  
       
As his golf course design business grew, Herbert Fowler merged with noted golf course 
architect, Tom Simpson, to form the firm Fowler & Simpson Golf Course Architects.  In 
1920, they expanded their business from the UK to the United States when they opened 
an office in New York.  From 1919 to 1923, Fowler performed much of his golf course 
design work in California, where he participated in designing or redesigning Los Angeles 
CC (North---original design, South---redesign), Ambassador Hotel, Lake Merced , 
Crystal Lakes, The Presidio, Lincoln Park, Victoria Club, Rancho GC, Sequoyah, Del 
Monte, and Burlingame.   
 
Fowler was consulted during the construction of Pebble Beach Golf Links, and he was 
instrumental in the re-design of the eighteenth hole from a mundane par four to the 
magnificent par five along Stillwater Cove.  Fowler built the extended tee box back 
beside the seventeenth green and added the raised green in front of the Lodge to create 
perhaps the finest finishing hole in golf. 
 
Herbert Fowler was an elite competitive golfer, and early in his career as a golf course 
architect, he was criticized for designing long difficult links for the best golfers.  Fowler 
disagreed with his critics, and he insisted that he designed golf courses for players of all 
skill levels.  “We are businessmen…….We lay them out for the benefit of all and sundry.  
If any one class receives more consideration than another it is the twelve handicap man, 
who is perhaps the mainstay of most clubs”. 
 
Fowler was a “minimalist” golf course architect.  He believed golf courses should follow 
the natural contours of the land, and golf course designs should take advantage of 
existing features on the land.  Bernard Darwin said of Fowler, “I never knew any one 
who could more swiftly take on the possibilities of the ground”.  Fowler’s concept of golf 
course architecture was to take the land available to him and find golf holes on the 
property.  Fowler frequently said, “God builds golf links and the less man meddles the 
better for all concerned.” 
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Visit to Chatham-----Herbert Fowler was a diligent and deliberate golf course architect.  
On his first visit to Chatham, he rode a horse around the property to observe the terrain 
and to define the strengths and weaknesses of the land for playing golf.  The initial 
survey identified green sites, landing areas, teeing grounds, and a routing for eighteen 
holes.  When Fowler completed his survey, he reported his findings in a letter dated May 
25, 1920.  He wrote that this land on Cape Cod could become one of the best golf links in 
the world.  “I have seen very few pieces of ground to compare with this both as regards 
situation and the natural contours of the ground.  The situation is ideal, and the scenic 
effect with the promontory running out to the sea is unique”.  Fowler summed up his 
proposal, “There will be nothing approaching a bad hole, and I think you can safely 
reckon on at least twelve feature holes.  I am quite aware that this is a very bold 
statement, but I make it with every confidence that it will be borne out by the future.” 
 
Routing-----The routing of the golf course may be the strongest feature of the golf course 
at Eastward Ho!   Fowler had limited land on which to design eighteen holes, some of the 
terrain was not suitable for playing golf, and some of the property was reserved for 
residences.  In his report to the founders, Fowler proposed an hour-glass or figure eight 
routing for the golf course, where most holes are set up to play East to West or West to 
East. The front nine was designed in a counter-clockwise loop to the East towards the 
Atlantic Ocean, and the back nine was laid out in a clockwise loop to the West towards 
Muddy Creek.  Teeing grounds were situated near greens, in order to use the land 
efficiently.  Fowler avoided unfavorable playing areas by routing holes around them or 
requiring forced carries over them.  Fowler intentionally designed the ninth and 
eighteenth holes to return to the center of the property in the event that the club wished to 
build a clubhouse with a view of Pleasant Bay. 
 

 
 

Routing of the Golf Course at Eastward Ho!---1922 
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Greens------In his May 1920 report to the founders of Eastward Ho!, Fowler wrote, “the 
natural features of the ground so lend themselves to the desired results that there will be 
very few cases of any expensive green building”.  Green complexes are one of the 
strengths of Herbert Fowler’s design work in general, and greens are one of the strongest 
characteristics of his design work at Eastward Ho!  The green site locations and the green 
designs at the Ho! are much acclaimed.  Fowler once said, “It remains for the golf 
architect to so design the greens that they should be both difficult of access and that the 
putting shall demand care and skill in judging slopes and undulations”.  
  
The greens at Eastward  Ho! range from extensions of fairways to elevated greens on 
dunes and mounds.  Many of the green sites are associated with water views and 
exposure to wind.  The shapes of the greens reflect the land upon which the green pads 
were built.  Most greens have an open approach with greater or lesser false fronts, and the 
putting surfaces include natural contours which provide subtle and extreme slopes and 
undulations.  Each green seems to be a natural fit to each hole, and no two greens are 
alike.  At Eastward Ho!, Herbert Fowler designed eighteen greens which complement the 
routing of the golf course and  provide a strong test of golfing skills.  
 
Since Fowler designed the original greens at Eastward Ho!, turf management has 
changed and improved.  New grasses, better equipment, improved techniques for 
aeration, better topdressing, and increased knowledge of turf diseases have improved the 
health of green turf and created more uniform playing surfaces.  Green speeds have 
increased from 5-7 in the Fowler era to 10-12 in the current era (measured with a Stimp 
meter).  One criticism of the golf course at Eastward Ho! is that current green speeds are 
not reasonable on the original Fowler putting surfaces. Architectural speed limits apply to 
some greens, and some members say that the fast greens add a penal characteristic to 
several holes, which was not intended by Fowler.  I like fast greens.  I like the challenge 
of putting on fast greens.  Furthermore,  I enjoy discussions about putting and green 
speeds on the terrific Fowler greens at Eastward Ho!  
  

 
The Green at Eleven 
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Bunkers-----In addition to his expertise in green design, Herbert Fowler was a master 
bunker builder.  Fowler used bunkers to challenge golfers and suggest a preferred way to 
play the hole. He believed that golf course design should reward “straightness and 
accuracy more than length”, and he believed that a difficult approach shot was more 
important than a difficult tee shot. 
 
During design and construction of a golf course, Fowler installed side bunkers and 
boundary hazards early in the project, but he did not build crossing bunkers until he 
learned how the golf ball rolled on the course.  He intended for crossing bunkers to direct 
the path of play.  Fowler used greenside bunkers to influence shot selection and the 
direction of approach shots to the green.   
 
In general, Fowler built bunkers deeper than other golf course architects, and he preferred 
gradual slopes in the sides of the bunker so that the golf ball would roll to the bottom of 
the bunker.  He believed that a bunker should create only a one shot penalty.  Based on 
his positioning of bunkers and the depth of his bunkers, some colleagues and competitors 
referred to Fowler bunkers as “Fowler Graves”.  Horace Hutchinson, another early golf 
course architect in the UK, said, “Of all the bunker makers, Mr. Fowler is perhaps the 
most ferocious, since he will plant a difficulty just the least bit nearer to the hole than any 
other ‘architect’; for the shot that is nearly good he has little mercy”. 
 
 

 
W. Herbert Fowler 
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Original Golf Holes-----In his letter to the founders on May 25, 1920, Herbert Fowler 
described the golf holes he proposed to build on their land.  Fowler’s original 
descriptions of the holes and pictures of the holes under construction in 1921 follow. 
 
 

 

One-----“A long first hole slightly uphill and parallel to the road”. 
 

 
One from the Tee (1921) 

 
 
The fairway in the swale, the crater bunker in the center of the slope up to the green, and 
the green on top of the hill can be seen in the distance. 
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Two-----“Then cross the road and play a hole of about 400 yards with the green on the 
high ground close to an old shed which is situated near the road”. 
 
 
 

 
Two from the Tee (1921) 

 
 
 
The drive required a forced carry across the pond to a sloped fairway.  The second shot 
was generally a long approach.  
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Three-----“Cross the road again and play a drive and pitch hole to a green situated far out 
on the promontory”. 
 

 
Three from the Fairway (1921) 

 
 
 
This view is from the right side of the fairway.  The green can be seen at the top of the 
picture.  There were few trees along the shoreline. 
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Four-----“Turn west after this and play a one shot hole close to the house which I 
understand you intend moving and which is the one nearer Pleasant Bay of the two”. 
 
 
 

 
Four from Tee (1921) 

 
 
 
The tee shot required a forced carry to reach the green, and there were few trees or bushes 
on the bayside slope between the tee and the green.  
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Five-----“Then tee up to the left of this green, drive across the deep hollow and play a 
hole finishing near the first green”. 
 
The fifth hole is the only three shot par five on the front nine.  The tee shot required a 
forced carry over unplayable land, and the hole played uphill into the prevailing wind.  
The green sits exposed on top of a mound or dune. 
 
 
 
 
Six-----“Then play down the swale in a direction pointing toward the sea”. 
 
 

 
Six from the Tee (1921) 

 
The two level fairway and the valley have not changed. The drumlin above the valley had 
more trees than at present.  The plateau green and Morris Island can be seen in the 
distance. 
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Seven------not mentioned by Fowler in his report. 
 
 
 

 
Seven from the Tee (1921) 

 
 
The tee shot was uphill to a green on top of a hill.  The large fore-bunker can be seen at 
the base of the hill.  No trees are noted on the bluff to the right of the green.   
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Eight and Nine-----“From this point two fine holes on the Pleasant Bay side of your 
property will bring you to the clubhouse”. 
 

 
Eight from the Tee (1921) 

 
Trees line both sides of the eighth fairway.  The triple bunker complex at Eight which 
interrupts the fairway and the green can be seen in the distance. 
 
 
 

 

Nine-----The ninth hole was a long par four into the prevailing wind which played to a 
green near the clubhouse and the eighteenth green. 
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Ten-----“We then cross behind or in front of the Club House to a tee situated in the 
orchard.  A long one shot hole to a green on high ground above the road will be the 
tenth”. 
 
 

 
Ten from Tee (1921) 

 
 

The tenth green sits on the middle tier of a three level land mass.
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Eleven-----The eleventh hole described by Fowler in his letter to the founders of 
Eastward Ho! was never built.  In the report, he suggested a hole on the south side of Fox 
Hill Rd.------“Then cross the road and play up a swale running parallel to the road but 
slightly on the dogleg.  This will be a long and good hole but there will be some drainage 
necessary as there is a spring which rises some distance up it and runs down towards the 
sea”.  The land described for Fowler’s original eleventh hole was reserved and sold for 
residences, and the current eleventh hole was built north of Fox Hill Rd.. 
 
 
 
Twelve, Thirteen, Fourteen--------These three holes are not described in the May 1920 
report-----“We then cross the road again and play a number of holes in what is now a 
wood.  It is difficult to give the exact lay-out until the trees are cleared away and the 
contours of the ground are made evident.  From what I have seen, however, I hold the 
opinion that this is the best part of your ground from a golfing point of view and I am 
quite satisfied that a number of feature holes will be made on this location”.  The west 
end of the property was forest which transitioned to the beach near Muddy Creek. Twelve 
and Thirteen were cut out of the woodland, and Fourteen was designed along the bluff 
above Pleasant Bay.  
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Tee at Fourteen (1921) 

 
Elephant Hole and Green at Fourteen (1921)     
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Fifteen-----“In particular there is a natural place for a one shot hole which I have never 
seen exceeded in beauty”. 
 
 
 

 
Fifteen from Tee (1921) 

 
 
 
Fowler was excited by this natural par three on the edge of Pleasant Bay. 
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Sixteen-----“In addition there will be a drive and a pitch hole of very great interest”. 
 
 
 

 
Sixteen from Tee (1921) 

 
 
 
 
Sixteen plays along a ridge to the elevated sloped green which can be seen in the 
distance. 
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Seventeen-----“We shall finish with two magnificent long holes”. 
 
 
 

 
Seventeen from the Forward Tee (1921) 

 
 
 
This view from the forward tee demonstrates Cahoon’s Hollow, the Fowler Bunker, and 
the green in the distance.  There are very few trees on the right side past the Fowler 
Bunker. 
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Eighteen-----“The last one of all will be very exceptional and will be quite good enough 
in itself to make the name of this course”. 
 

 
Eighteen from the Forward Tee (1921) 

 
 
This view from the forward tee demonstrates the upper fairway, no trees on the bay side 
of the hole, and the elevated green in the distance. 
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 Design and Construction------Herbert Fowler is given full credit for the design of the 
golf course at Eastward Ho!  However, we do not know how much time Fowler spent in 
Chatham designing and supervising the construction of the golf course.  From 1919 to 
1923, Herbert Fowler was very busy opening his office in New York, working in 
California, and traveling between America and England.  Fowler visits to Chatham are 
documented in May 1920 and May 1921, but he was not present in Chatham during the 
entire period of construction, and we can not document how much time he spent 
overseeing the construction. 
 
Construction of the golf course at Eastward Ho! began in 1920 under the supervision of 
Charles Hardy, who carefully followed Fowler’s design specifications.  However, some 
credit for the specific features on the golf course such as approaches to greens, contours 
of  putting surfaces, extent of false fronts, depth of bunkers, etc. may accrue to Hardy and 
local workers who actually built the course.   
 
Some credit for the design of Eastward Ho! may also be due to James Braid, five time 
winner of the British Open, and long time golf professional at Walton Heath Golf Club.  
James Braid and Herbert Fowler worked together at Walton Health for many years, and 
Braid worked as a golf course architect in the UK.  James Braid did not visit Cape Cod, 
but there is evidence that Fowler paid Braid a consultation fee related to the design of 
Eastward Ho!  Perhaps Braid participated in the design of holes eleven through fourteen 
which Fowler did not describe in his letter to the founders in May 1920. 
 
Herbert Fowler deserves full credit for designing and building the golf course at Eastward 
Ho!  However, as with most good things in life, it is clear that Fowler did not do the job 
alone, and he had some good help. 
 

 
W. Herbert Fowler 
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Opening Day at Eastward Ho!-----1922 

 
The “Eastward Ho! Golf Links of Chatham Country Club” opened for play on July 3, 
1922.  Francis Ouimet, a US Amateur and US Open champion, was invited to participate 
in an opening day exhibition match, which was covered by local newspapers and the 
Boston Herald.  Mr. Ouimet described the Eastward Ho! Golf Links as the most difficult 
golf course he had ever played, and he stated that when the course matures, it will be 
among “the toughest of the tough in the way of scoring”.  The Boston Herald wrote about 
the golf course, “the land is rolling to the nth degree, one succession of land waves” after 
another, and “nothing short of majestic are some of these holes”. 
 
 
 
 

 
Boston Herald  July 4, 1922 
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 Boston Herald  July 4, 1922 
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Eastward Ho!-----1920s 

 

During 1922 and 1923, the weather on Cape Cod was not favorable for growing grass or 
allowing a golf course to “grow in”.  The new links was exposed to alternating drought 
and heavy rain.  The weather washed away seed, soaked the bunkers, and stressed the 
immature turf.  As a result, the condition of the golf course was not very good during the 
first two years. The golf course at Eastward Ho! began to mature in the golf season of 
1924, and in 1925, the club was the site of the Cape Cod Golf Championship.  The 
competitors were pleased with the new championship links, and the the golf world began 
to acknowledge the quality of the golf course at Eastward Ho! 
 
Fowler’s use of the land available to him at Eastward Ho! has been praised by many golf 
course architects.  The routing, the tee locations, the natural fairways, the greens, the 
bunkers, and the water views combine to create a spectacular golf course at Eastward Ho! 
 
Herbert Fowler was pleased with his new golf course at Eastward Ho!  He said, “I am 
quite certain that this course will compare favorably with the leading courses in the 
United Kingdom and will be second to none of them”.  I agree with Fowler, and I would 
add that the golf course at Eastward Ho! compares favorably to the leading courses in the 
United States. 
 

 
Clay Model of Golf Course at Eastward Ho! (1927) 
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Scorecard for the Eastward Ho! Golf Links of the Chatham Country Club (1920s) 
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Golf Course Restoration-----2004 

 
Over time, the golf course at Eastward Ho! was “improved” and “changed” by several 
Boards, Presidents, and Greens Chairs.  Tees were moved, added, and eliminated. 
Bunkers were added and removed.  One green was moved.  The putting surface on one 
green was expanded.  Par was changed on one hole.  Trees were allowed to grow up, and 
scenic views became obstructed.  Irrigation was added (1964), fairways became soft, and 
thatch thrived in the turf.  Furthermore, the borders of many greens recessed from the 
original green pads, and several original green shapes were lost due to lax maintenance 
standards.   
 
Unfortunately, many of the “improvements” and “changes” were not good for the golf 
course, and the golf course at Eastward Ho! did not age gracefully.   Many of the design 
characteristics which Herbert Fowler incorporated into the original Eastward Ho! Golf 
Links were changed or lost.  
 
From time to time, the club leadership acknowledged that members were tinkering with a 
great golf course.  In 1975, the Board of Governors determined that the Board could not 
authorize major changes to the golf course without professional counsel and guidance 
from a golf course architect, but this Board did not develop a Master Plan for the golf 
course.  
 
In 2002, the Board of Governors engaged golf course architect Keith Foster to develop a 
Master Plan for restoration of the golf course.  Keith Foster owns and operates a golf 
course architecture company in Kentucky which is dedicated to designing classic golf 
courses and restoring traditional golf courses (Colonial CC, Baltimore CC at Five Farms, 
Southern Hills, Omaha CC, Hermitage, Garden City GC).   
 
At Eastward Ho!,  Keith Foster was charged with restoring the golf course to Fowler’s 
original design and re-creating firm fast playing conditions consistent with a links golf 
course.  In 2004, Foster and his construction crews re-built existing tees, built new teeing 
grounds, added length to the course, reconstructed existing bunkers, added lost bunkers, 
restored green complexes, removed trees, restored water views, and re-introduced native 
grasses.  The work on the green complexes was most impressive------ green shapes were 
expanded back to the original green pads, entrances to greens were dethatched, putting 
surfaces were firmed up, bunkers were deepened, bunker faces were re-sodded, and sand 
consistency in the bunkers was improved.   
 
During the restoration of Eastward Ho!, Keith Foster was assisted by  Brian Cowen, the 
existing Golf Course Superintendent, Frank Hancock, the new Golf Course 
Superintendent, and outside contractors.  Hancock was recruited to Eastward Ho!  after 
learning his profession at Shinnecock Hills Golf Club and Pebble Beach Golf Links.  
Frank, Brian, and their team recreated firm fast playing conditions by performing 
multiple aerations, removing decades-old thatch, and adding tons of sand to the golf 
course. 
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In 2007, Keith Foster was re-engaged to address the issue of limited options for cup 
positions on greens Four, Seven, Eight, and Eleven.  Foster and Frank Hancock were 
charged with reconfiguring the putting surfaces  to add potential pin positions without 
altering the original design characteristics of the Fowler greens.  The grass on the greens 
was stripped off, and the sub-surfaces were re-graded to reduce slopes and increase pin 
positions without losing the integrity of the original putting surfaces.  Objectively, pin 
positions were increased on these greens based on the actual percentage of the putting 
surface which can accommodate a cup.  However, subjective responses of members to 
this work were mixed based on perceptions of changes to Fowler’s original greens, 
persistent limitations to the green space available for cups, and playability of the greens.   
 
The restoration of the golf course at Eastward Ho! was spectacular, and the work of 
Foster and Hancock was celebrated in the world of golf.  PGA Tour players (Faxon, 
McCarron, Byrd, Weekley, DeJonge) praised the restored Ho!   One touring pro texted, 
“this place is magic”. Golf course architects Tom Doak, Ran Morrissett, and Ron Whitten 
toured the restored golf course and offered complimentary reviews.  Keith Foster, the 
architect responsible for the restoration, wrote, “it was a great blessing to be given the 
opportunity to polish such a wonderful gem”.   
 
 

 
Eastward Ho! 
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Play Golf! 

 

The golf course at Eastward Ho! is a spectacular, unique seaside golf links which was 
created by a serendipitous combination of the land, the water, the wind, and the golf 
course design, which are the essential elements of the golfing experience at Eastward Ho!  
 

 
Six Green, Seven Tee, Beach, Pleasant Bay, Morris Island  

(note all the elements of golf at Eastward Ho!----Land, Water, Wind, Course Design) 
 
Ultimately, golf courses are designed to play golf and challenge the skills of golfers.  In 
designing the golf course at Eastward Ho!, Herbert Fowler used the undulating seaside 
terrain, the irregular topography of the land, the firm sandy turf, interesting tee and green 
locations, and the variability of  wind and weather to create a strong test of golf.  His 
design suggests that he had in his mind a specific way that each hole and the entire golf 
course should be played.   
 
The golf course at Eastward Ho! presents golfers with an infinite variety of golf shots 
over eighteen beautiful golf holes.  The land and Fowler’s design create an abundance of 
uphill, downhill, and side hill lies, which require alterations in stance, alignment, and 
swing to produce good golf shots.  Furthermore, the shots are to targets which are firm 
and uneven, so landing is followed by unpredictable bouncing and rolling before the golf 
ball comes to rest.  Golfers must bring an air game, a ground game, an understanding of 
how the ball will roll after landing, and a good short game if they want to play well at 
Eastward Ho!  
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Wind and elevation changes require combinations of high and low shots in the air and on 
the ground.  One valuable skill at the Ho! is control of shot trajectory-----the trajectory 
can make or break a seemingly good shot.  Perhaps most importantly, the omnipresent 
wind contributes to the variability of golf shots at the Ho!  Wind must be taken into 
account with every shot------even putts! 
 
In 2012, Eastward Ho! is recognized as one of the most beautiful, challenging, and 
enjoyable golf courses in America.  In 2011, Golf Digest rated Eastward Ho! #9 in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  In 2012, Golf Week rated Eastward Ho! #72 among 
Classic Courses in the United States, and Links Magazine ranked the Ho! #93 on its U.S. 
Links 100 List.  Furthermore, in September 2012, Golf Digest ranked Eastward Ho! #16 
among America’s most fun private courses to play golf. 
 
I believe Eastward Ho! is one of the best seaside golf courses in the United States, and it 
should be rated higher.  Golfers who play golf on this remarkable golf course should be 
grateful for the opportunity. 
 
 
 

 
Sunrise over Pleasant Bay----Time to Play Golf! 

 
 

 
Now, let’s look at the golf course at Eastward Ho! hole by hole…..………….. 
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Aerial View of the Golf Course at Eastward Ho! from the East 
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One 
 
The opening hole at Eastward Ho! is a 380 yard, par four, uphill, dogleg left design with 
a tee box located on the front lawn of the clubhouse.  One plays to the East with the 
prevailing wind, and it runs parallel to Fox Hill Rd.  The first hole is one of the more 
interesting and challenging holes on the golf course. 
 
When Eastward Ho! opened for play in 1922, the first hole began on an elevated tee box 
in front of the current pro shop, and it played to 413 yards.  In 1939, the first tee was 
moved forward thirty yards to accommodate a new driveway.  In 1940, a putting green 
was built in front of the old Pro Shop, which is now the Tomlinson Room.  The current 
putting green was built in the 1960s, and the current Pro Shop was built in the late 1980s. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Original Tee at One 
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Current Tee at One 

From the tee, One flows downhill over native grass, the fairway, and a crossing sand 
ridge to a flat low point in the middle of the fairway 185 yards from the green.  The 
fairway is nestled in a swale between rough covered slopes flanking the right and the left 
sides.  The hole is protected by rough, woods, and out of bounds on the right and thick 
side hill rough on the left. Fescue adorns the mound on the left. 

 
One from the Tee 
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From the fairway nadir, One turns left and rises up a hill to the first green.  On the way up 
the slope, the hole passes a tall fescue covered mound above the left side of the fairway, a 
large central crater bunker built into the hill, and a right side fairway bunker fifty yards 
from the green.  

 
One from the Fairway 

 
The first green complex is challenging but fair.  The green has an open approach, with a 
slope in front of the green which tilts from right to left.  The green is protected by a front-
right greenside bunker, a rough covered slope behind the green, rough and a collection 
area on the left side, and a front-left greenside bunker.  The round putting surface is firm 
and undulating with a false front and a considerable slope from back to front.  The green 
also has lesser tilts from right to center and from left to center.  Surface elevations 
middle-right, middle-left, and along the back of the green and a center-left knob create 
many interesting pin positions. 
 
The drive at One requires a short forced carry over native grass to reach the fairway.  The 
tee shot is intended to reach the flat low point in the swale to set up the approach shot to 
the green.  The right side should be avoided because an approach shot from this slope is 
challenged by a thick rough lie and a considerable side hill stance.  There is an advantage 
for the tee ball to come to rest on the left side of the fairway in order to set up a better 
angle for the approach shot which would not have to fly over bunkers.  The left side 
location also favors the use of an approach with a right to left draw which can take 
advantage of the land after landing.  Big hitters have to be careful with club selection 
when the prevailing Southwest wind is blowing as the central fairway bunker can be 
reachable.   
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The uphill approach shot to the first green requires accuracy and finesse. The approach 
can be accomplished with a low knock-down shot intended to run the ball onto the green, 
but the ball must reach the center of the green above the false front.  Alternatively, a high 
pitch can be attempted to reach the green.  It seems likely that Fowler intended for the 
golfer to execute an approach shot that would land on the front-right of the green and roll 
to the center of the green or a high pitch shot which would carry the false front and hold 
the green.  An approach shot with a slight draw will use the land to advantage after 
landing.  Balls which roll to the rough behind the green face difficult downhill shots back 
onto the green. Balls which do not reach the center of the green will roll off onto the front 
apron and possibly down the front slope.   
 

 
The Green Complex at One 

 
Many approach shots at One fail to hold the green.  They roll off the false front and come 
to rest on the apron in front of the green, where the golfer can chip or putt back onto the 
green.  This occurrence, which is not uncommon at Eastward Ho!, has been called a 
“Green Visited”  (GV), which occurs when a golf ball briefly visits the green before 
leaving the putting surface-----GVs are common on One. 
 
When the golfer finally reaches the putting surface on One, the real scoring game begins, 
as there are few routine putts on the first green.  The key to one or two putting is to stay 
below the hole.  Balls above the hole are at risk for three putting and being putted off the 
front of the green.  
 
Names Suggested for One include:  Eastward, Away, Beginning, Onward, Eastward Ho! 
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The Green at One from the Right Side 

 

 
Looking Back at One at One from Behind the Green 
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Two 
 
The second hole, which is the only hole on the South side of Fox Hill Rd., is a 350 yard, 
par four, uphill, dogleg right design.  The second hole is one of the easiest holes on the 
course----a good opportunity for par or birdie. 
 
The teeing ground sits above a salt marsh tidal pool with a view of the Crow’s Pond on 
the right.  From the salt marsh the hole rises to an uneven fairway with mounds on the 
right and left which slope down to a saddle swale in the center of the fairway.   The hole 
is protected by rough, fescue, trees, and out of bounds on both sides. Recently the out of 
bounds markers on the right have been moved closer to the fairway in order to influence 
play away from the private home on the right side of the hole. 
 

 
Two from the Tee 

 
The fairway landing area is framed by side hill rough on the right, a fairway bunker on 
the left, and a right side crossing fairway bunker built into the side of a sand ridge sixty-
five yards from the green.  This bunker is well placed to collect a monster drive down the 
right side or an errant second shot.  Beyond this right side fairway bunker, the hole drops 
down to a small hollow in front of the green. 
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The green complex at Two is more subtle than One.  The green has an open approach, but 
it is defended by a slope in front of the green, rough, fescue, and out of bounds  right, 
long, and left , and a front-left greenside bunker cut into the corner of the green pad----a 
deep “ferocious Fowler bunker”.  The putting surface, which has a rounded square shape 
and a short false front, is pitched right to left and front to back. A subtle ridge on the far 
left side creates a gentle left to right slope on the left edge of the green. 
 
The drive at Two requires a forced carry over the salt marsh and an uphill climb to the 
central swale in the fairway.  Eastward Ho! was designed and routed in the days of 
hickory shafts when tee shots did not carry as far as they do today.  Back in that day, it is 
likely that drives did not carry the fairway hill leaving long approach shots to the second 
green. 
 
Alignment of the tee shot is key at Two, as the tee box can line up the golfer to go left 
when the hole goes right.  Short tee shots which land on the fairway incline will not 
ascend the hill, and a long second shot will result. Care must be taken to avoid a short left 
drive which may find the fairway bunker or a long left drive which may find out of 
bounds on Fox Hill Rd.  The left side fairway bunker was not in the original Fowler 
design.  Foster maintained this bunker in the restoration of the golf course, but he does 
not believe it has strategic value.  The best drives at Two are struck down the right side 
and roll to a reasonably flat lie about one hundred yards from the center of the green.   
 

 

Two from the Fairway 
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The approach shot will depend on the success of the drive. Ideally, the golfer can use a 
lofted iron to strike a high approach shot which carries the right fairway bunker and lands 
softly on the green.  Alternatively, a low shot can be struck towards the right side of the 
green which lands short and runs onto the putting surface.  Approach shots which are 
aimed to the right can take advantage of the slope which will direct the ball to the center 
of the green. Short approach shots will not roll up the slope in front of the green and may 
pay a penalty by rolling down the front slope in front of the green.  Short-left approach 
shots may come to rest in the front-left bunker.  Long approaches run the risk of rolling 
into the rough behind the green or going out of bounds. 
 

 

 
The Green Complex at Two 
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The Green at Two (note front to back and right to left slope) 

 
 
 
The second green has one of the easiest putting surfaces at Eastward Ho!  Fowler may 
have designed a less difficult green at Two expecting the golfer would have a long 
difficult approach from the fairway hillside (N.B. playing hickory shaft clubs and using 
rubbery balls).  However, the right to left slope, the front to back tilt, the subtle 
longitudinal ridge on the left side of the green, and several subtle elevations and dips 
must be considered in order to avoid extra putts.  Putting can be easier when the approach 
leaves the ball on the left side of the green, and the golfer has a left to right slightly uphill 
putt.  
 
Names suggested for Two include:  Fox Hill, Toboggan, Slide, Crows Pond, Marsh 
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Three 
 
When leaving the second green, golfers cross back over Fox Hill Rd. to the third tee, 
which provides a spectacular view of Pleasant Bay and much of the front nine.  This is 
the first of several memorable scenic views at Eastward Ho! which were enhanced by the 
tree removal program in 2004. 
 
The third hole is a 326 yard, short par four, slightly dogleg left, strategic, golf hole.  From 
the tee, Three traverses a fescue covered gully to reach the fairway.  The entrance to the 
fairway is open at the center, but safe landing in the fairway is protected by three fairway 
bunkers at the top of the gully-----one on the right and two on the left.  Reaching the 
fairway requires a forced carry------175 yards to carry the right bunker; 160 yards to carry 
the center entrance;  175 yards to carry the short-left bunker; and 195 yards to carry the 
long-left bunker (from the black tee).  
 

 
Three from the Tee 

 
The fairway landing area, which is relatively flat for Eastward Ho!, has an oblique ridge 
that forms tiers in the fairway.  The fairway is protected by rough, fescue, and out of 
bounds along the right side and rough and tall fescue along the left side.  The fairway is 
interrupted on the right side by a crossing bunker fifty yards from the green, while the left 
side of the fairway proceeds to the green without obstruction.  Beyond the right side 
crossing bunker, the fairway drops down to a shallow collection bowl in front of the right 
side of the green. 
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Three from the Fairway 

 
The green complex at Three includes a small rounded triangular green with a wide front 
and a narrow back------the green is shaped like a ski cap. The original Fowler green at 
Three was smaller and more round.  The back extension of the green was added 
sometime in the 1940s or 1950s. The green sits on an elevated green pad with sharp drops 
off the right, back, and left sides.  Greenside bunkers attract shots which are short-right, 
short-left, and long-left.  Out of bounds will penalize approach shorts which are right or 
long, and balls which land on the right or back greenside slopes will be propelled out of 
bounds.  The land to the left of the green is cultivated rough.  The putting surface has a 
false front, several subtle high points and depressions, a diagonal middle ridge, and a 
slight right to left tilt. 
 
This strategic short par four hole is best played with a careful and accurate drive to a flat 
lie in the fairway which sets up the approach shot to the green.  The drive is slightly 
uphill, and the wind can push the exposed drive in any direction.  Long hitters do not 
need driver on Three.  If  long hitters wish to drive the green, the tee shot should be kept 
left, as long drives down the right side may reach the fairway crossing bunker or the 
fescue.  
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The approach shot at Three places a premium on accuracy and finesse.  Safe landing on 
the small green can be achieved with a high pitch or a low runner that carries the right 
crossing bunker.  It is not uncommon to land an approach shot on the green and watch the 
ball roll off the right, back, or left side slopes.  Approach shots which come to rest right, 
long, or left of the green face a recovery loft shot to the table top green.  Attacking a 
back-center pin is risky due to the small target.  The small fairway collection bowl in 
front of the green is a safe landing area, and par can be saved from this short safety spot. 
 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Three 
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The Green at Three 

 
 
 
Putting on the third green requires careful attention to the surface contours and the right 
to left tilt.  Breaks on Three are subtle, and putting from the left side of the green can be 
easier than putting from the right side of the green. 
 
Names suggested for Three include:  Atlantic, Bay View, Flagpole, Blimp, East, 
Eastward Point, N.A.S. Chatham 
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Aerial View of Three from the East 
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Four 

 
Strong par three holes are a consistent feature of golf courses designed by Herbert 
Fowler. The fourth hole is the first of four challenging one-shotters which play to three 
different compass points and potentially to three different wind conditions.  
 
Four is located at the Eastern end of the golf course at a place formerly called Great 
Point.  This is the site where the grand Hotel Chatham was situated from 1890 until it was 
torn down in 1910.  A second real estate project called Larchmont-by-the-Sea, which 
included seaside bungalow homes, also failed at the site of the fourth hole and the fifth 
tee.  
 

 
Hotel Chatham 1890-1910 

 
 
 
The fourth hole is also located near the site of the Naval Air Station at Chatham which 
was active from 1918 through 1920 during World War I. Thirteen U.S Navy officers and 
145 enlisted men served at the facility. 
   
During World War I, the Chatham air command was noted for dispatching the only 
American planes which engaged in combat on American territory when they shelled an 
enemy submarine.  The men at N.A.S. Chatham also built a dirigible which departed 
Chatham in April 1919.  Perhaps the most remarkable activity at  the Naval Air Station at 
Chatham was repairing the NC4 airplane when it crashed in the sea sixty miles east of 
Cape Cod.  The NC4, which left Rockaway, NY with two other planes (NC1 and NC3) in 
May 1919 on a trans-Atlantic flight, was restored to flying condition in Chatham, and it 
was the only one of the three planes which reached England to complete the trans-
Atlantic flight.   
 
 
 
 
 



 54

 
Four plays to the West and can be played from 147 to 182 yards from three tee boxes.  
After playing three holes which are generally down wind, the tee shot at Four is 
frequently played back into the Southwest prevailing wind which will push the tee ball 
from left to right across the green and back to the tee. 
 
The fourth hole begins on a teeing ground which sits on a bluff above Pleasant Bay. Four 
is framed by the bay along the right side of the hole with another memorable water view.  
The path from tee to green flows down through a fescue filled hollow and rises to a short 
diagonal fairway which sits on an oblique sand ridge.  The short fairway drops down to a 
shallow collection area in front of the green. There are no sand bunkers on the fourth 
hole. 
 
 
 

 
Four from the Tee 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 55

The fourth green sits exposed on a flattened dune above the bay.  The green has an open 
approach, a slope off the right side, a slope off the back side, and a grass bunker on the 
left side.  The round putting surface has false front which occupies the front third or the 
front half of the green.  The green slopes severely from back to front and left to right with 
a back-left high spot and a middle-right knob or ridge.  The back to front slope will not 
allow a ball to come to rest on the left side or the front half of the green.  “Greens 
Visited” are common at Four. 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Four 

 
 
Club and shot selection for the tee shot must consider the wind, the back to front slope of 
the green, and the danger around the green.  The prevailing wind will blow the tee ball 
across the green from left to right and back at the tee.  The tee shot can be played to reach 
the green or to land short and roll up onto the green.  The left side of the green is 
basically an illusion as no balls hold the left side of the green.  Tee balls which come to 
rest right, long, or left of the green will be challenged to make par.  One option for the tee 
shot on Four is to hit a low penetrating roller to reduce the impact of the wind----a classic 
links shot.  Another option for strategic play on Four is to tee off with one less club than 
called for in order to achieve a resting place in the fairway collection area in front of the 
green.  This short play does not provide many birdies, but it is a safe play to achieve par 
and protect bogey. 
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The Green at Four (note back to front tilt) 

 
 
 
Putting on Four is difficult.  Uphill putts from the left side break left to right, while putts 
on the far right side of the green drift right to left.   Downhill and sidehill putts are 
treacherous for fear of running past the hole and possibly off the green.   Wind will affect 
putts on this exposed green.  Three putting is not uncommon on Four. 
 
Names suggested for Four include:  Hotel, Great Point, NAS Chatham 
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Five 

 
The fifth hole, which is the first of three par fives at Eastward Ho!, is a 525 yard, uphill 
hole which runs parallel to Fox Hill Rd.  Five is the longest hole on the front nine, and it 
can play as a long heroic hole into the prevailing Southwest wind or as a short strategic 
par five hole with an East wind at the golfers back. 
 
Five has six tee boxes which provide several different looks and challenges.  Two of the 
new tees were added during the course restoration.  From the tee, Five plays downhill 
across a large deep uncultivated hollow.  The start of the fairway includes a relatively flat 
low area on the right, a mound on the left, and a sand ridge which crosses the fairway 270 
yards from the green.  The fairway landing area is protected by rough, fescue, trees, and 
two fairway bunkers on the right, and by rough, trees, and out of bounds on the left.  
 
 

 
 

Five from the Tee 
 
From the start of the fairway, Five ascends to the green crossing several sand ridges 
which create a rolling undulating playing surface.  The fairway has a general left to right 
slope, and uneven lies are common. The crossing ridges lengthen the hole when balls 
land on an upslope and realize little or no forward progress or roll backwards!    
Challenges on Five include rough down the right side of the hole, fescue on the right side 
of the fairway hillock, and rough, fescue, trees, and out of bounds on the left side of the 
hole. 
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Five from the Start of the Fairway 

Five from the First Crossing Ridge in the Fairway 
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From a small valley 145 yards from the green, the fairway rises to the broad top of a 
hillock 80-100 yards from the green. Beyond the hillock, the left side of the fairway 
proceeds to the front-left aspect of the green, and the right side of the fairway drops to a 
shallow hollow adjacent to the sixth tee. 

 
The Green Complex at Five 

 
The fifth green complex sits on top of a dune exposed to wind and weather.  The green is 
protected by a steep slope up to the right side of the green, a short-right greenside bunker, 
and sharp drop-offs at the right, back, and left sides of the green pad.  The green has an 
open approach with a false front on the right side of the green which sends short front-
right approach shots back down the slope in front of the green.  Five has a subtle round 
putting surface which slopes from back to front and right to left with elevated knobs 
middle-right, back-middle, and front-left.  The green is exposed to wind which can effect 
the landing of approach shots and the roll of putts. 
 
The drive at Five requires a long forced carry over the hollow to a wide fairway.  
Frequently this hole plays into the prevailing wind. Distance off the tee is helpful, but 
forward roll can be limited by the crossing ridges.  Balls which come to rest above and 
beyond the crossing ridge 270 yards from the green set up an advantage for the second 
shot.  The goal of the drive is to get in position to execute a strategic second shot. 
 
The second shot is generally intended to stay in the middle or left side of the fairway to 
set up a favorable approach shot to the green.  The fairway is wide for the second shot, 
but there is considerable penalty if the fairway is missed.  A strong player may be able to 
reach the fifth green in two shots following a strong drive with a countervailing wind 
from the East-----in which case Five is a birdie hole. 
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The third shot at Five, generally the approach shot, is frequently attempted from a side 
hill or uphill lie, and this shot is frequently into the wind.  A good spot from which to 
approach the fifth green is from the level land at the top of the hillock 80-100 yards from 
the green.  A low boring shot can diminish the influence of the wind. 
 
The best strategy for making par or birdie on Five is to play two shots to a landing area 
inside one hundred yards from the green where a controlled approach shot can be 
executed as a high pitch or a low knock down shot depending on the wind. 
 
The putting surface on the fifth green does not look difficult.  However, it tilts from back 
to front and from right to left, and putts on Five are exposed to the wind.  When golfers 
are putting from the back of the green to a front-right pin, care must be taken to prevent 
putting off the green and down the hill. 
 
Names suggested for Five include:  Hills, Trek, Long, Himalayas, Fortitude 
  
 

 
The Green at Five from Behind the Green 
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Six 

 
Six is generally regarded as one of Fowler’s signature holes at Eastward Ho! based on the 
unusual topography of the land he used to create a unique, beautiful, and challenging golf 
hole. Fowler called Six “one of the star holes on the course”. 
 
The lower portion of the sixth fairway is the former site of a shipbuilding business owned 
and operated by Ensign Nickerson in the nineteenth century.  They built fishing 
schooners which left Chatham to work in the fishing industry on  the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland.  At low tide, stumps of pilings which were a part of the ship’s ways were 
still visible in the 1970s. 
 
The sixth hole is a 421 yard, par four, heroic and strategic golf hole.  The tee box sits 
high above much of the front nine, adjacent to and just below, the fifth green.  The hole 
plays downhill to an eccentric multilevel fairway and uphill to a tiered plateau green. 
 
The low right side of the fairway sits in a valley below a right side slope which drops 
down from the parallel fifth fairway and below a left side slope which descends from the 
high left side of the fairway situated on a long vertical sand ridge. Both sides of the 
fairway are protected by rough and tall fescue.   
 

 
Six from the Tee 

 



 62

The unusual fairway topography at the beginning of the sixth hole may be surpassed in 
eccentricity by the land at end of Six.  Moving from the beginning to the end of the 
fairway, the low right side fairway in the valley is interrupted by a fescue covered 
drumlin, and the high left side fairway on top of the ridge is interrupted by a steep slope 
covered with rough and fescue.  The center of the fairway drops down and flows through 
a valley or slot formed by the fescue covered drumlin on the right and the steep slope on 
the left.  Beyond the valley, the hole opens up to a wide relatively flat fairway which rises 
up a slope to the green complex.  The run-up of the fairway to the green is a gentle slope 
on the right side and a steep slope on the left.   
 
 

 
Six from the Upper Left Side of the Fairway 

 
 
The green complex at Six is as remarkable as the fairway.  The green pad sits on top of a 
plateau or bluff above the beach and Pleasant Bay.  This is probably one of the ideal 
natural green sites identified by Fowler during his initial survey of the property. The sixth 
green has an open approach, but it is protected by the steep slope in front, a right 
greenside bunker, and rough and a hazard surrounding the right, back, and left sides of 
the green. Errant shots pulled left of the green end up on the beach. The putting surface, 
which is square in front and round in back, has two tiers and slopes severely from back to 
front and gently from right to left.  Elevated knobs are noted front-right, front-left, 
middle-left, and along the back of the green.  The lack of playable area adjacent to the 
green enhances the challenge of the approach shot to the green. 
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When a ball reaches the sixth green safely, the challenge of Six continues.  Putting from 
the lower tier to the upper tier requires distance control and allowance for the break and 
the uphill slope.  When the pin is cut on the lower tier, golfers must be very careful 
putting downhill from the upper tier-----three putting is not desirable, but it is better than 
putting off the green and rolling fifty yards down the hill in front of the green.  
 

 
The Green Complex at Six 

 
The sixth tee is elevated and exposed, so the drive is frequently affected by wind.  The 
prevailing Southwest breeze assists the drive, and the countervailing wind limits driving 
distance.  The tee shot is downhill to the two level fairway.  Given the vertical sand ridge 
which constitutes the left side of the fairway, and the extreme left to right fairway slope, 
it is difficult to pick a line for the drive, and the roll of the ball on the ground is 
completely unpredictable.  Many tee balls roll down the slope into to the low right 
fairway.  Well struck drives which carry the length of the ridge may roll forward into the 
slot or valley----this is an ideal tee shot.  Some drives on the left may stay up on top of 
the ridge, but these balls are generally in the rough or the fescue. 
 
The plan for the approach shot depends on where the drive comes to rest.  Tee balls 
which end up on the low right fairway are generally 180+ yards from the green.  An 
approach shot to the green will be a blind shot over the drumlin to a well protected green.  
Tee balls which get hung up in the rough left of the upper left fairway generally require a 
recovery shot.  Tee balls which reach the valley offer the golfer a big advantage.  The 
approach shot from the valley allows an open shot with a mid or high iron to a visible 
target. Approach shots can run-up to the green on the right side, whereas approach shots 
on the left side must carry the green or roll fifty yards back down the hill. 
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Blind Approach Shot from Low Right Side of the Fairway at Six 

 
 

 
Open Approach Shot from the Valley at Six 
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Many golfers will choose a strategic lay-up on the second shot at Six, in order to hit a 
safe third shot to the green.  The fairway 50-100 yards from the green is relatively flat 
and generally provides a good lie conducive to accurate wedge play or a long uphill 
fairway putt!  This strategy is a reasonable option when confronting a long blind 
approach shot to a well protected green. 
 
Putting on the sixth green is difficult, with or without a strong wind.  Balls resting above 
the pin are at risk of being putted down to the lower tier or off the green down the hill.  
“GVs” are very penal at Six!  Balls resting in the thick rough surrounding the green 
require delicate chip shots which have high risk for adverse outcomes!  Side hill putts 
must be struck with concern for speed and line.  Even on the flattest portion of the lower 
tier of the sixth green, no putt can be considered safe.  
 
 

 
The Green at Six from Front Right Corner (note two tiered putting surface) 
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Looking back at Six from Behind the Green 

 
Six is considered by Fowler and many knowledgeable golf course architects to be one of 
the more unique and interesting golf holes at Eastward Ho!  Six is a “signature hole” , 
even if the terrain is a bit awkward.  But, I wonder if Six was one of the first holes laid 
out by Fowler at Eastward Ho!?  I wonder if Fowler considered Six a high priority 
signature hole? I wonder if Six was a “fill-in” hole which Fowler routed to use one of the 
best green sites on the course and to add a sixth par four on the front nine? Let me 
digress………..   
 
It is likely that the spectacular green at Six was one of the first green sites identified by 
Fowler when he surveyed the land in 1920.  The plateau green sits on top of a bluff, 
adjacent to the bay, and it provides a terrific natural green site for a one shot, two shot, or 
three shot golf hole.  However, the sixth green sits between the fifth and seventh holes 
which were probably designed and routed before Six.  Five is situated adjacent to and 
parallel to Fox Hill Rd.; it is the longest hole on the front nine, and it is the only par five 
on the front nine.  I suspect Five was one of the first holes routed by Fowler on the front 
nine.  On the bay side of Six, Seven is a natural uphill par three which is played from the 
beach to the top of a dune.  Fowler frequently designed one shot holes early in a project.  
It seems likely that Seven was a high priority hole which he identified on his first survey 
of the land.  So, if Five and Seven were identified early, Fowler needed to figure out how 
to use the spectacular green site on the bluff.  Perhaps, he decided to squeeze a two shot 
golf hole in between Five and Seven without moving dirt and without building a 
fairway????  The rest is history.  Six is a challenging, memorable, quirky, heroic and 
strategic, par four golf hole-----perhaps the signature golf hole at Eastward Ho! 
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Aerial View of Six from the East 

 
 

 

Names suggested for Six include:  Valley, Fowler, Fowler’s Vision, Plateau 
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Seven 

 
The seventh hole is a 181yard, par three golf hole which can be played from 62 to 181 
yards from three tee boxes.  Seven is played to the West, in the same direction as Four.  
Seven plays uphill along the shoreline to a difficult green on top of a dune.  The seventh 
hole may be the most difficult of the par threes, and par is a terrific score. 
 
The tee shot is struck from a flat teeing ground “on the beach”.  The tee is separated from 
the beach by a cart path and a rock revetment.  When playing Seven, it is not uncommon 
to see fishermen wading in to Pleasant Bay angling for their morning catch.   
 
The seventh hole requires length and accuracy.  Club selection on the tee must take into 
account the fact that the path to the hole is sharply uphill, the seventh green is completely 
exposed to wind, and the prevailing wind is generally in the golfer’s face.   
 
In addition to the elevation and the wind, the drive on Seven is challenged by a cross 
bunker at the base of the hill, fescue on the steepest aspect of the hill, a shallow hollow 
halfway up the hill, the bay hazard on the right, a short-right greenside bunker, a short-
left greenside bunker, and a steep slope off the back and left side of the green.  These 
greenside bunkers are classic Fowler bunkers----designed to gobble up short tee shots.  
The right side of the green has a closely mowed collection/chipping area which is a safe 
landing spot for the tee ball (or the second shot!). 
 

 
Seven from the Tee (on the beach) 
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When the approach shot (it may not be the drive!) reaches the seventh green, the 
challenge of Seven increases.  The seventh green pad is a sloped vertical oval on top of 
an exposed sand dune which is much longer front to back than side to side.  The putting 
surface  has an open approach, a false front on the front third of the green,  a severe slope  
from  back to front, a general left to right tilt, and it includes elevated knobs middle-right, 
middle-middle, and back-left.  When the wind is blowing from the Southwest, the whole 
green seems like a false front, and “GVs” are common!    
 

 
The Green Complex at Seven 

 
The best strategy for playing Seven is to use sufficient club to reach the middle of the 
green and stay below the hole.  Length and accuracy are needed to find the green.  A tee 
ball which comes to rest in the collection/chipping area to the right of the seventh green 
has a reasonable chance for par while a drive which lands on the slope on the left of the 
green will generally lead to bogey or worse.  It is not a good idea to go long, as par and 
sometimes bogey, is elusive from above the pin or over the green.  When the hole is cut 
front-left, the best drive may be short of the green. 
 
Putting is difficult on Seven due to the slope, the knobs, and the wind-----on some days, 
the entire green seems like a false front.  Two putting is never guaranteed.  Depending on 
the pin location, a ball putted from several feet above the hole may face a chip from off 
the green on the next shot.    
 
Names suggested for Seven include:  Windswept, Beach, Pinnacle, Port, Up, Boatyard  
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Aerial View of  Seven from the West 
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Eight 

 

The front nine concludes with a pair of two shot, par four holes sitting on a bluff above 
Pleasant Bay.  Eight and Nine run back to back, east to west, parallel to the shoreline, and 
commonly into the prevailing wind. 
 
The eighth hole is a 348 yard, par 4, strategic golf hole.  The teeing ground is perched on 
a cliff above the bay with an enchanting scenic water view.  Since the Black tee was 
pushed back to the edge of the cliff, wedding parties and families creating holiday cards 
have used the eighth tee for photographs. 
 
 
 

 
The Back Tee at Eight  
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From the tee, Eight drops down to the fairway and rises to the green complex.  Eight 
threatens golfers with rough, fescue, and the bay hazard along the right side of the hole 
and with rough and fescue on the left side of the hole.  The fairway has several rolls and 
dips until it reaches a low flat area one hundred ten yards from the green.  
 
 
 

 
Eight from the Tee 
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A crossing bunker complex consisting of three pot bunkers cut into the base of the hill 
eighty yards from the green collects long drives and short second shots and contributes to 
the strategic playing of the hole. 
 

 
Eight from the Fairway 

 
 
 
The eighth green complex includes a slope in front of the green, two right greenside 
bunkers, a back greenside bunker, and a deep left greenside bunker which sits in a hollow 
below the left side of the green pad----a “Fowler Grave”.  The putting surface resembles a 
rounded rectangle---more flat in front and more round in back.  The putting surface has 
an open approach, a false front, and a slope from back to front and right to left. 
Reconstruction of the green in 2007 added cupping area on the back left of the green on a 
small plateau above an oblique ridge.  
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The goal on the eighth tee is to strike a tee ball that will come to rest in a good position to 
approach the green while avoiding the right side hazard, the left side fescue, and the 
crossing bunker complex.  When a Northeast wind is behind the golfer’s back, the best 
club selection on the eighth tee may be less than driver. A drive coming to rest on the 
right side of the fairway has the advantage of allowing the golfer to see the green while 
executing the approach shot, while a drive on the left side of the fairway generally 
provides a flat lie and a blind approach shot. 
 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Eight 

 
 
 
The approach shot, which can be played with a high pitch or a low runner, requires 
accuracy and finesse to achieve safe landing on the green. The approach should come to 
rest below the hole or par is at risk.  When a high pitch is attempted, if the ball checks-up 
with backspin, the ball may roll off the front of the green------another “GV”!  Bump and 
run shots up the slope in front of the green will move right to left and can be successful, 
but they risk coming to rest above the pin.  Short approach shots, which end up on the 
slope in front of the green, are safe and in good position to make par. 
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The Green at Eight (note back to front and right to left slope) 

 
 
 
Putting on Eight requires skill and good nerves----the downhill and side hill putts are 
treacherous! Care must be taken with speeds from back to front and from right to left.  
Downhill putts can easily leave the front of the green (GV). Putts to the new back-left pin 
location will break sharply from right to left at the end of the roll.  Eight is one of the 
more difficult greens to putt at Eastward Ho! 
 
 
Names suggested for Eight include:  Bunkers, Bayside, Bay View, Dunes 
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Looking Back at Eight from behind the Green 

 

 
Looking Back at Eight and the Front Nine 
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Nine 
 

After holing out on Eight, golfers climb a hill to the right of the eighth green to reach the 
ninth teeing ground which sits on a cliff above Pleasant Bay.  The spectacular view of the 
bay and the panoramic view of the front nine are equally terrific, and they define the 
golfing experience at Eastward Ho! 
 

 
Aerial View of the Front Nine from the West 

 
 
The ninth hole is a 391 yard, par 4, straight, heroic golf hole which generally plays into 
the prevailing wind.  Nine is an excellent shot maker’s golf hole which requires a strong 
drive and an accurate approach to achieve par or birdie.   
 
Off the tee, Nine traverses native grass to the fairway, a shallow hollow in the beginning 
of the fairway, and a crossing ridge 175 yards from the green.  The hole is protected by 
the bay hazard along the right side of the hole and thick rough and fescue on the left side 
of the hole. 
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Nine from the Back Tee 

 
Nine from the Forward Tee 
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Beyond the crossing ridge 175 yards from the green, the right side of the fairway 
proceeds to a flat area which is a great place to approach the ninth green----“Fowler’s 
Perch”.  From here, the right side of the fairway descends into a rough covered hollow.  
Beyond the 175 yard crossing ridge on the left side, the ninth fairway tilts right to left and 
flows unimpeded to the front of the green.  The fairway terrain at Nine is a good example 
of the rolling undulating topography of the golf course at Eastward Ho! 
 

 
Nine from the Fairway 

 
 
 
 
The ninth green is an extension of the fairway.  The green is protected on the right by a 
rough covered slope into the hollow and a deep greenside bunker.  Behind the green and 
to the left of the green, the green is protected by greenside bunkers, rough, and fescue. 
The rounded square putting surface, which is relatively flat for Eastward Ho!, has an 
open approach, a subtle back to front slope, a left to right tilt, and high spots front-
middle, back-right, and back-left.   
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Green Complex at Nine 

 
The current ninth green is probably not the original ninth green designed by Fowler. The 
original ninth green, which was probably thirty to forty yards back and right of the 
current ninth green, was likely removed to accommodate clubhouse expansion. Support 
for this hypothesis comes from Eastward Ho! scorecards, the Boston Herald, and the 
recollection of an Eastward Ho! caddie.  First, the original ninth hole was 425 yards long, 
and the current ninth hole plays at 391 yards.  Second, following the opening day 
exhibition match on July 3, 1920, the Boston Herald reported that the club contemplated 
“scooping out of the ninth green, which at present is decidedly unfair as to size and 
slope”.  The current ninth green is neither unfairly small nor unfairly sloped.  Third, a 
former caddie, who looped at Eastward Ho! in 1936 and 1937, remembers golfers playing 
an approach shot to the ninth green over a hollow in front of the green, and the current 
ninth green sits to the left of the hollow.  Furthermore, the original routing of the golf 
course did not allow sufficient land for the current clubhouse between the ninth and 
eighteen greens.    
 
There is considerable advantage to a long drive at Nine which carries the crossing ridge 
at 175 yards to set up an easier approach shot. Drives which land in the fairway short of 
the 175 yard crossing ridge will not gain roll distance and may roll backwards.  Balls 
which carry the crossing ridge or land on the top of the right side ridge will roll forward 
and left and may gain considerable yardage before resting.   The tee ball on Nine must 
avoid the bay hazard on the right, but the best place to drive the ball is long right onto 
“Fowler’s Perch” where a flat lie and a good view of the green create a favorable 
approach shot------another risk-reward proposition designed by Fowler.   
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A safe play on the ninth tee is to go left.  An apocryphal story at the Ho! tells of a well 
known senior member who chided his partner who hit a ball into Pleasant Bay,  “How 
could you go right?  You can go a mile left and make par!”  One runs parallel to Nine, 
and a long left drive can find a flat lie in the first fairway.  However, if the tee ball ends 
up in the left rough, the approach will be difficult due to a gnarly lie and a side hill 
stance. 
 
The approach shot to the ninth green is dependent on the location and the lie of the golf 
ball.  Side hill, uphill and downhill lies, thick rough, uncomfortable 180-200 yard 
distances, and a stiff wind can diminish the desire of the golfer to achieve a green landing 
in two shots.  Furthermore, the approach shot is made to a well protected green. 
   
The approach shot to Nine can be attempted with a high pitch shot or a low runner.  The 
fairway and fringe in front of the green is firm and flat and will allow a bump and run 
shot to roll onto the green.  When the likelihood of reaching the green in two is low, the 
strategic play is to land the approach shot in front of the green and hope for a roll onto the 
putting surface.  Balls which come up short to rest on the flat entrance at the front of the 
green are also in good position to make par. 
 
Nine is one of the easier putting surfaces at Eastward Ho!  The ninth green looks flat on 
first inspection, but it has subtle slopes back to front and left to right which must be taken 
into account to avoid three putting. 
 
Names suggested for Nine include:  Chimneys, Clubhouse, Halfway, Half Home 
 

 
Looking Back at Nine from behind the Green 
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At the Turn………… 
 

Discussions overheard at the “Halfway Ho!” ………… 
 
“Ho! Dogs” 
 
The “Halfway Ho!” steamed hot dogs served on a soft, warm, moist bun may be the best 
hot dogs on Cape Cod, in Massachusetts, or in the world.  The skin is firm, the meat has 
texture which is pleasing to the bite, and the taste is All-American hot dog----plus the dog 
can be doctored up with mustard, ketchup and relish.  Regardless of whether the golf on 
the front nine was good or bad, the “Ho! Dogs” at the turn are always perfect.   
 

Greens 
 
The greens are one of the strengths of the golf course at Eastward Ho!  Fowler designed, 
and Foster and Hancock restored, natural, beautiful, and challenging green complexes.  
Green locations, green designs, and bunkers challenge approach shots into the greens, 
and the green surfaces require thoughtful and careful putting.  Scoring well at Eastward 
Ho! requires a competent short game to master the greens.  Approach shots, chip shots, 
sand shots, and putts must be executed with accuracy and finesse to make par or birdie.  
Professional golfers have commented that the challenging green complexes at Eastward 
Ho! create a terrific venue for match play. 
 
 

 
Practice Range (from the tee at Ten) 
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Clubhouse 
 
When Herbert Fowler evaluated the Nickerson Neck land in 1920, he suggested 
placement of a clubhouse in the center of the property, so he could design one nine hole 
loop east and one nine hole loop west of the clubhouse.  He further suggested that a 
clubhouse near Pleasant Bay would provide terrific scenic views and allow the club to 
develop bathing and boating facilities adjacent to the clubhouse.  The founders of 
Eastward Ho! accepted Fowler’s recommendation for location of the clubhouse, which is 
the site of the current clubhouse.   
 
When the club began the process of designing the clubhouse, it intended for the building 
to be informal and understated.  The Clubhouse Committee desired to build “a new, old 
clubhouse-----which will look as if Cap’n Ensign and Aunt Beck moved out to let the 
club move in”.   
 
The main body of the clubhouse was the home of Ensign and Rebecca Nickerson, which 
was situated on the site of the current maintenance building and which served as a local 
grocery store for many years. This house was moved to the location of the current 
clubhouse between the ninth and eighteenth greens.  The west end of the clubhouse was 
built by adding on the Nye Cottage, which was an eighteenth century home moved from 
Acushnet MA to Chatham.  This part of the building housed the bar and the locker room-
----it was called the “Men’s end” of the clubhouse.  The remainder of the clubhouse, 
which included the original fireplace came from a home in Walpole MA which was 
originally built in 1710.  The “new old” Eastward Ho! clubhouse opened on July 5,1930.    
 
Since 1930, the clubhouse was renovated and expanded several times.  It is likely that 
clubhouse expansion was associated with moving the ninth green because the original 
routing map developed by Herbert Fowler did not include sufficient land between the 
ninth and eighteen greens to accommodate the current clubhouse.  
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Links Golf Course? 
 
Is Eastward Ho! a “links golf course”?  In 2007, the Board was asked to consider a 
change in the name of the club to restore one of the original names, “Eastward Ho! Golf 
Links”.   After a thoughtful discussion, which included informal discussions about 
whether the Ho! is a links golf course, the Board declined to change the name of the club, 
but the Board did not offer an opinion on whether Eastward Ho! is or is not a links golf 
course. 
 
Links golf courses are built on links land, which link the sea and arable land.  Links land 
is generally a windy seaside waste area covered by sand dunes and beach grass.  Links 
land has natural undulations formed by erosion associated with wind, rain, and receding 
tides.  One definition of a links golf course is “a golf course built on non-arable seaside 
land formed by the retreat of the sea, frequently at an estuary where a fresh water river 
meets the salt water ocean”.  The golf course at Eastward Ho! does not meet these strict  
definitions of a links golf course, and as such the Ho is not a true links course.   
 
However, Eastward Ho! is a magnificent seaside golf course which “feels like a links 
course”  and “plays like a links course” based on the firm fast ground,  rolling 
topography, natural green sites, and omnipresent wind.  The golf course at Eastward Ho! 
may not be a true links golf course, but it plays like a links golf course.   
 
Perhaps the Board should have considered the name “Eastward Ho! Golf  Club”??? 
 

 

 
Six 
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Coastal Erosion 
 
Since the coastline of Chatham, Massachusetts was first mapped by English navigator 
Bartholomew Gosnold in 1602, the shoreline and the beachfront of Chatham has been 
continually changing and evolving.  In 1987 the Atlantic Ocean breached South Beach 
near Chatham Light.  This natural evolution of the barrier beach changed the geography 
and ecology of South Beach and Monomoy Island, and it caused considerable property 
damage to beachfront homes.   In 2007, the Atlantic breached North Beach near 
Minister’s Point in North Chatham.  The North Beach breach damaged several summer 
camps on North Beach, and established a more direct communication between the 
Atlantic Ocean and Pleasant Bay.  The long term impact of the North Beach breach on 
the ecology and geography around Pleasant Bay is not known at this time.  It remains to 
be seen if the North Beach breach will affect the golf course at Eastward Ho! 
 
The golf course at Eastward Ho! has 1.3 miles of coastline on Pleasant Bay.  The original 
development plan for the land acquired by the club in 1917 was to build a golf course and 
waterfront homes.  However, much land has been lost to erosion between the beach and 
the golf course, and those homes could not be built today.  In fact, during the last two 
decades, twenty-five acres of club land have been lost to the bay.  Preservation of the 
coastline is a major concern at Eastward Ho!, because  if more land is lost to coastal 
erosion, the golf course may not be able to continue as an eighteen hole course.  
  
The Board of Governors of Eastward Ho! addressed the threat of coastal erosion by 
appointing a task force to study and manage the issue.  This group worked with coastal 
erosion consultants, collaborated with the Chatham Conservation Commission, and 
implemented remedial measures.  In order to prevent further coastal erosion, the club has 
added sand to the beach, planted beach grass, installed fiber rolls, built scour walls, and 
established rock revetments.  The club is committed to do whatever is necessary to 
protect the land of the golf course at Eastward Ho! 
 

 
Beach Nourishment with Sand 
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Beach Grass Planting 

 
 
 

 
Fiber Rolls 
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Scour Wall at Eight covered with Sand 

 
 

 
Rock Revetment at Seven 
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Rock Revetment at Fifteen 

 

 
Rock Revetment at Fifteen 
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Ten 
 

The tee box at Ten, which was originally cut out of an orchard, is situated adjacent to the 
practice tee, the snack bar (“Halfway Ho!”), the clubhouse, the club office, the pro shop, 
the cart barn, and the maintenance building.  Tee shots on Ten are wide open to public 
scrutiny!  
 
The tenth hole is a long, strong par three golf hole which can play from 135 to 208 yards 
from three tee boxes.  Par is a good score at Ten.  The left side of the hole is bordered by 
the maintenance building, which is the former site of the Camp Eastward Ho! Caddie 
Camp and the former location of the private golf cart sheds which were used for the 
original motorized golf carts.  Ten is the only hole on the golf course to play to the South.   
 
Off the tee box, Ten descends to a wetland area and crosses fescue, a marsh, and a 
stream.  From the low point of the hole at the stream, Ten rises up a slope to a multi-level 
land mass.  The upper tier on the right is a fescue covered mound which rises above the 
fairway with a bunker cut into the side of the hill. The short fairway and green sit on the 
middle tier.  The lower tier on the left includes a deep fairway bunker and a rough 
covered slope down to the left side lateral hazard.  
  

 
Ten from the Tee 
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The green complex at Ten  sits beyond and below the right side mound.  It includes a safe 
landing area in front of the green, thick rough to the right of the green, thick rough on a 
slope and out of bounds behind the green, and a greenside bunker on the left side of the 
green.  The green has an oval shape with a flat front and an open approach. The putting 
surface slopes from back to front and right to left with several ridges which accentuate 
and diminish the expected break.  High points or knobs on the green are noted front-right, 
back-right, and back-left.  Golf balls which roll on to the front of the green may roll back 
off the short false front or the false front-left corner.  G.V.s are common at the front-left 
aspect of the tenth green.  
 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Ten 
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The tenth tee is exposed, and the tee shot is affected by wind direction and intensity.   
The drive at Ten requires a forced carry over the wetland, the favorable shot line is 
narrow, and accurate distance control is helpful.  The best tee ball will carry the front 
edge of the green and come to rest in the center of the green from where par is likely and 
birdie is possible.    A strong fade can find the fairway and lead to the center of the green.  
A draw has to carry the fescue covered mound and risk landing short in the fescue or 
right in the rough leaving a difficult pitch or chip to a sloped green running away from 
the golfer.  One safe way to play Ten is to land short of the green and roll onto the putting 
surface or to come to rest short of the green where a chip or putt onto the green can lead 
to par.  
 

 
The Green at Ten 

 
The green at Ten is difficult but fair.  Heavy rough around two-thirds of the green make 
all chips onto the fast green challenging. Once the ball has found the green, two-putting is 
not assured. Ten is one of the more difficult greens to putt at the Ho! 
 
 
Names suggested for Ten include: Camp, Caddie Camp, Caddie, South, Southward, Old 
Sheds 
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Eleven   

 

The back nine includes two par five holes.  Eleven is a short strategic par five, and 
Seventeen is a long heroic par five.   
 
The eleventh hole is a 485 yard, slightly dogleg left, strategic golf hole which generally 
plays into the prevailing wind.  The hole begins on an exposed tee box which sits on the 
fescue covered mound above the tenth fairway.  The eleventh tee has a great view of the 
clubhouse and Pleasant Bay to the North and the tenth green and the Crows Pond to the 
South.   
 
From the tee, Eleven rises gently across a patch of fescue to the start of the fairway. 
Three crossing sand ridges and two bowls create the landing area for tee shots. The 
fairway slopes from the right and from the left to a center swale.  The hole is protected by 
rough and woods on the right through the length of the hole and by rough, fescue, and out 
of bounds on the left.  
 
 
 

 
Eleven from the Back Tee 
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Two hundred seventy yards from the back tee, the eleventh fairway rises from the 
fairway landing area to the third horizontal crossing ridge-----this is the high point of the 
hole.  From this ridge, Eleven turns left, and the right side of the hole drops precipitously 
into a deep hollow while the left side of the hole stays high.  Balls which reach the ridge, 
on the first, second, or third shot, will roll down the slope to the bottom of the hollow.   
 
 
 

 
Eleven from the Start of the Fairway rising to the Third Crossing Ridge 
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From the right side fairway hollow, with a low point 180 yards from the green, Eleven 
rises to a fourth crossing ridge 150 yards from the green.  From here, the hole narrows 
considerably, and drops to another low point 80-100 yards from the green. At the end of 
the fairway, the hole rises through a fairway funnel to the green. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Eleven from the Third Crossing Ridge in the Fairway 
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The green complex at Eleven is the most interesting and challenging aspect of the hole, 
and it protects against low scores on a short strategic par five.  The elevated green has an 
open approach with substantial defenses in the form of a slope in front of the green, a 
short-right greenside bunker, a steep slope with thick rough on the right and back sides of 
the green, a collection/chipping area at the left side of the green, and a short-left 
greenside bunker.  Both greenside bunkers are deep, consistent with Fowler’s 
characteristic bunker design.  
 
The round putting surface has a false front which includes the front third of the green.  
The eleventh green rejects many balls onto the slope in front of the green----more Green 
Visited opportunities!  The right side of the putting surface rises to a back-right 
prominence which extends in an elevated semicircle around the back perimeter of the 
green and merges with a high plateau on the back-left and left side of the green.  From 
the peripheral high spots, the green slopes to the center of the green in a subtle funnel 
configuration which leads back to the false front.   
 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Eleven 
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The uphill drive at Eleven is a blind shot to a generous landing area with right and left 
side fairway slopes which frequently direct balls to a central swale in the fairway.  
Wayward drives to the right which find the woods and fescue may require a rescue shot.  
Off-line drives to the left are challenged by thick rough, fescue, and out of bounds.   
 
The second shot at Eleven is a strategic shot designed to set up the approach shot to the 
green. The second shot is challenged by narrowing of the safe fairway landing area, 
rough on side hill slopes on both sides of the fairway, woods and fescue on the right, and 
rough, fescue, and out of bounds on the left.  Short second shots which come to rest in the 
180 yard hollow are challenged with a long range approach shot to a difficult green 
complex. A big hitter can go long on the second shot in an attempt to reach the eleventh 
green in two----just getting close to the green is a good reward.  However, the hole 
narrows sufficiently to make this long play risky.  The strategic play on the second shot is 
to select a club to carry the fairway hollow and find a flat lie 70-100 yards from the 
green.  
  
The approach shot to the eleventh green can be attempted with a high pitch to the center 
of the green or a bump and run shot up the slope in front of the green.  Balls which do not 
carry to the center or back of the green will roll back down the false front and come to 
rest ten to thirty yards in front of and below the green.  Wayward approach shots right, 
long, and left create challenging recovery shots, and recovery chips or pitches have a 
considerable risk of rolling down and off the front edge of the green.  “Green Visited” 
shots may be more common at Eleven than any other hole at the Ho! 
 
Putting on the eleventh green is difficult. Pin positions can be selected which make 
routine two putts uncommon.  Putts which are not struck on the correct line at the correct 
speed can roll back to the center of the green, and if the golfer is not careful (or lucky), 
the ball can roll off the front of the green. The eleventh green is diabolical at current 
green speeds. 
  
Strategic play on Eleven requires an accurate drive, a safe second shot, understanding of 
the design of the green surface, a successful approach shot struck with accuracy and 
finesse, skillful putting, and luck!!  Some golfers at Eastward Ho! criticize the fairness of 
the eleventh green at modern green speeds, and the term penal has been applied to Eleven 
by members and guests alike.  Eleven is the subject of many post-round discussions in the 
Grille Room and on the back deck! 
 
Names suggested for Eleven include:  Approach, Chute, Funnel, Out of Bounds, Achilles, 
Narrow, False Front. Slippery Slope, Slope, Long, Bottle, Wedge, Good Luck, 
Sisyphus’s Slope 
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Twelve 

 

The twelfth and thirteenth holes were cut out of forest or “wood” at the West end of the 
property.  Fowler noted that the prospect of using different types of land (seaside, dunes, 
orchard, forest) to design and route the golf holes was a strength of the golf course at 
Eastward Ho!, and in his initial report to the founders, he called this area, “the best part of 
your ground from a golfing point of view”.   
 
Historically, the inland twelfth hole was the only hole from which the golfer could not 
view water.  However, the restoration of the golf course in 2004  removed trees along the 
sixteenth and seventeenth fairways, so in 2012, a six foot golfer standing on the pinnacle 
of the crowned twelfth green looking North can see Pleasant Bay. 
 
The twelfth hole is a 333 yard, par 4, uphill, slight dogleg right, strategic golf hole.  
Twelve is a challenging short par four, which requires strategic play and demonstrates 
Fowler’s design genius.  The hole plays longer than its length would suggest, the short 
fairway is broken up by three crossing ridges, and the elevated green complex is among 
the most challenging at Eastward Ho!  Twelve rewards length, accuracy, finesse, and 
good putting, and four strong shots are required to make par.   
 
The teeing ground is the only tee on the course which sits back in a chute with a narrow 
path to the fairway.  The right side is protected by three trees adjacent to the eleventh 
green, woods beyond the eleventh green, and deep fescue.  The left side is protected by 
rough, fescue, and out-of-bounds the length of the hole. 

 
Twelve from the Tee 
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Off the tee, Twelve crosses one hundred yards of native grass and rises to the first of 
three ridges which cross the fairway.  These ridges lengthen the short strategic hole. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Crossing Ridges in the Fairway at Twelve 
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After the first ridge, Twelve drops to a hollow between the first and second ridges from 
which the approach shot to the green is blind due to the depth of the hollow.  Beyond the 
second crossing ridge, which is one hundred forty yards from the green, the right side of 
the fairway drops into a shallow bowl which tilts left to right and collects many tee shots 
at 105-115 yards from the center of the green.  The left side of the hole stays high.  From 
here, the hole rises to the third crossing ridge at ninety to one hundred yards from the 
green.   

 
 

 
Twelve from the First Fairway Ridge 
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After the third ridge, the right side of the fairway drops down to a hollow 30-40 yards in 
front of the green, while the left side of the fairway stays high and runs up to the front-
left aspect of the green.  Originally, a pond filled in the bottom of this hollow. 
 

 
The Green at Twelve from the Third Crossing Ridge 

 
The green complex at Twelve includes a steep slope up to the front-right aspect of the 
green, a deep front-right greenside bunker, a right side and backside collection/chipping  
area, a rough covered slope on the left side of the green, and two left greenside bunkers.  
The oval putting surface has an open approach and a false front, and it is crowned like a 
tortoise shell.  There are high points middle-right and back-left. The breaks on the front 
and right side of the green are generally apparent to most players, but the gentle tilt on the 
left and back of the green is frequently underappreciated.  Approach shots and putts can 
roll off all sides of the green, and all putts break away from the center of the green. The 
twelfth green is one of the more difficult greens on the golf course.  
 
The tee shot at Twelve must avoid the three trees on the right and the out of bounds on 
the left, and it requires a forced carry over the fescue to reach the fairway.  In my 
opinion, these three trees should be removed because they were not there when Fowler 
designed the hole, they restrict a right to left drive, and the hole will be hard enough 
without them.   
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In spite of the fact that Twelve is a short par four, length is required to score well.  The 
length of the drive will determine the type of approach shot. If the drive does not carry 
the second fairway crossing ridge, the approach shot to the green will be blind from the 
hollow 155 yards from the green. A more favorable landing area for the drive is the 
shallow bowl on the right side of the fairway 105-115 yards from the green.  The best 
drive is long down the left side reaching the left side ridge or the third crossing ridge, 
which leaves a short pitch to the twelfth green.   
 
The approach shot at Twelve is a tight shot which is challenged by the domed green and 
the wind.  Many apparently good approach shots suffer unfavorable bounces and rollouts, 
and many golfers have had to fix a mark on the twelfth green and play a third (or fourth) 
shot from a collection area, the rough, or a bunker-----“GV!”.  When the golfer can hit a 
high shot with a lofted iron, the chance for success is enhanced.  Two safe bail-out 
locations for approach shots are short-left on the run-up of the fairway to the left side of 
the green and long-right over the right bunker into the right side collection area.  The 
approach at Twelve places a premium on accuracy, trajectory control, and luck. 
 

 
The Domed Green at Twelve 

 
Putting on Twelve is not routine.  Once safe landing is achieved on the twelfth green, the 
golfer must study the subtle breaks and take care to avoid three putting or putting off the 
green.   
 
Names suggested for Twelve include:  Crown, Dome, Desert, Pond, Plateau 



 102

Thirteen 
 

The thirteenth hole is a 336 yard, par 4, slightly uphill dogleg right golf hole.  Thirteen is 
one of the golf holes which Fowler cut out of the woods. 
 
Off the tee, Thirteen traverses native grass to the fairway which gently rises to the first of 
three crossing ridges 210 yards from the green. Beyond the first crossing ridge, the 
fairway proceeds to the green passing two more crossing ridges, several undulations in 
the terrain, and a left side fairway bunker 35 yards from the green. Thirteen challenges 
the drive with a forced carry, rough, fescue, and woods on the right, a solo cedar tree in 
the left fairway, and rough, fescue, and out of bounds along the left side of the hole.  
 
 
  
 

 
Thirteen from the Tee 
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Thirteen from the First Fairway Crossing Ridge 

 
 
The thirteenth green complex is protected by a right greenside bunker, rough covered 
slopes off the right and back sides of the green, and two left greenside bunkers.  Out of 
bounds threatens shots pulled left of the left bunkers.  The oval green has an open 
approach and a short false front.  The putting surface, which is one of the flattest at the 
Ho!, has several subtle knobs and dips which deserve careful study to judge the roll and 
break of a putt.  While there is a general tendency for right to left breaks, there is a low 
spot center-left, and high spots front-left, center-right and back-right which add intrigue 
to the putting game. The right to left slope on the back third of the green can be 
underappreciated.  Thirteen is similar to Two and Nine in that the green looks easy to 
putt, but it can be tricky. 
 
The drive at Thirteen requires a slightly uphill forced carry to reach the fairway.  If drives 
down the left side do not carry the third crossing ridge, the ball may roll backwards or left 
after landing.  An ideal drive is long in the middle of the fairway on a flat lie. 
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The approach at Thirteen is key to setting up a birdie or par opportunity.  Approach shots 
can be successfully executed with a high pitch or a low runner.  Similar to many holes at 
Eastward Ho!, Fowler gives the golfer a clear entrance to the front of the green.  The 
greenside slopes, rough, and bunkers challenge the approach, and out of bounds on the 
left of the green can spell disaster on an easy golf hole.  Accuracy and finesse are 
required for the approach shot on Thirteen. 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Thirteen 

 
 
 
Thirteen may be the easiest hole on the golf course.  Conventional strategy is to look for 
birdie, but to be happy with par.  A long drive down the middle or on the left side may 
present a level lie and a good look at the green for an aggressive pin seeking second shot.   
Approach shots at Thirteen can attack the pin, but if a mistake is made, it is best to be 
short.  
 
Names suggested for Thirteen include: Jackknife, Westward, Westward Ho!, West,    
Pump House, Hawk Nest , Cedar 
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Fourteen 

 

Fourteen originates at the Northwest corner of the property on a tee box sitting above 
Orleans Rd., Muddy Creek, and Jackknife Beach.  
 
The original design of the fourteenth hole included a teeing ground located to the left and  
below the current back tee. The original tee has not been used for many years, and it can 
not be used now due to trees which have grown up on the slope above the beach and the 
creek.  The original fourteenth hole was a sharper dogleg left, it required an uphill tee 
shot into a side hill fairway, it included bunkers in between the fourteenth and sixteenth 
fairways, and the left side kettle hole was a greater threat to the tee shot.  In my opinion, 
the original design of Fourteen is preferable to the current design----it is a better golf 
hole. 
 
The fourteenth hole is a 371 yard, par 4, dogleg left design which sits on a right to left 
side hill slope.  From the tee, the hole moves across the forward tee box, rough and 
fairway to a peak in the fairway at 170 yards from the green. The right side of the hole is 
defined by fescue near the sixteenth green and thick rough which separates the fourteenth 
fairway from the parallel sixteenth fairway.  When tee balls land in the right rough, 
golfers have a good view of the green for an approach shot.   
 

 
Fourteen from the Back Tee 
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Fourteen from the Forward Tee 

 
 
 
In sharp contrast to the right side of the hole, the left side of the hole is dangerous.  From 
tee to green, the left side includes rough, fescue, woods, and a lateral hazard adjacent to 
Pleasant Bay.  Furthermore, a deep kettle hole, formerly called the “elephant canyon” and 
now called the “elephant hole”, is located on the left side of the hole at the concave bend 
of the dogleg 175 yards from the green.  The sides and floor of the “elephant hole” are 
grass covered, but the depth of the kettle hole and the length of the grass generally 
demand a recovery shot. 
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The “Elephant Hole” at Fourteen 

 
 
From the peak of the fairway, as Fourteen passes the “elephant hole” and turns left, the 
fairway tilts right to left on the side hill, crosses several sand ridges, and proceeds 
downhill to a low point 50 yards from the green. Balls struck down the right side of the 
fairway generally roll down to the left side of the fairway, unless they get caught up in 
the right rough.  Some long drives on the far right side of the fairway will roll forward.  A 
common landing area for a well struck drive is low on the left side of the fairway 100-
125 yards from the green.  From the nadir of the fairway fifty yards from the green, the 
hole rises up a slope to the elevated green pad which sits on a flattened dune.   
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Another memorable Eastward Ho! scenic view presents itself to the golfer at the peak of 
the fourteenth fairway.  The panoramic view includes the tilted fourteenth fairway, the 
fourteenth green complex, Pleasant Bay (frequently dotted with sailboats), the fifteenth 
hole, the sixteenth tee box, and the sixteenth fairway.  Similar to the view of the bay and 
the front nine from the ninth tee, this view on Fourteen captures the Eastward Ho! golfing 
experience. 
 
 
 

 
Fourteen from the Fairway 

 
 
 
 
The green complex at Fourteen involves the final fifty yards of the hole.  The land and 
the features added by Fowler combine to form an expanded green complex.  From the 
low point of the fairway, fifty yards from the green, the hole rises up a slope to the green 
and passes a left side fairway bunker built into the hill.  This bunker collects wind-aided 
monster drives and short approach shots.  The green is protected by the slope in front of 
the green, a right greenside bunker, rough and fescue behind the green, and a 
collection/chipping area on the left side of the green.  The round putting surface has an 
open approach, a steep false front, and a sharp tilt of the green from right to left which 
can be under-appreciated.  Balls coming to rest on the right side of the green, above the 
hole, are at risk for three putting.  Sitting on a hillside high above the bay, the fourteenth 
green is exposed to changeable winds which will affect all shots including putts.   
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The Green Complex at Fourteen 

 
 
The drive is at Fourteen is generally struck towards the right side of the hole to a blind 
landing area.  It can be difficult to pick the correct line for the drive on Fourteen.  Safe 
landing can be found on the right side of the fairway, in the right rough, or in the parallel 
sixteenth fairway.  Balls in the right rough create a difficult approach shot based on the 
lie, the side hill stance, and the fact that the target on the green falls away from the shot.  
Balls which land on the right side of the fairway roll forward toward the green or sharply 
to the left side of the fairway depending on the length of the drive and the characteristics 
of the landing spot.   
 
Approach shots to the fourteenth green must take into account the lie, the wind, and the 
fact that most approach shots will bounce and/or roll right to left after landing on or 
around the green.  The approach can be played with a high pitch or a low roller up the 
right side------a high pitch must carry the false front and a low bump and run shot must 
be sufficiently powered to roll uphill past the left side bunker and onto the green beyond 
the false front.  The best place to approach the green is from the low left fairway. 
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The Green at Fourteen (note the false front and the right to left tilt) 

 
 
 
Putting on Fourteen can be tricky.  The false front and the right to left tilt of the green are 
treacherous, and the wind can affect the roll of putts on the exposed green.  Fourteen can 
be a birdie hole when the approach is below the pin, but when balls are left above the pin 
three putting is always possible.  The easiest putts are from left to right slightly uphill. 
 
Suggested Names:  Elephant, Elephant Hole, Sailboats, Side Hill 
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Fifteen 
 
The fifteenth hole is a sweet par three which plays from 78 to 153 yards from two tee 
boxes on the edge of Pleasant Bay.  This is the only one-shotter which plays to the East.  
Fifteen was one of Fowler’s favorite holes at Eastward Ho!  He called Fifteen “a natural 
place for a one shot hole which I have never seen exceeded in beauty” and “perhaps the 
best hole on the course”.  Fifteen is a signature hole at Eastward Ho! 
 
The tee box, which was extended and propped up during the restoration of the golf 
course, overlooks Jackknife Beach and Pleasant Bay.  The short hole is protected by 
native grass down the right side of the hole and two fairway bunkers and the bay hazard 
on the left side of the hole.  The tee shot is also challenged by the wind of the day, which 
can change during a round.  The direction of the wind can be assessed by boats moored in 
the bay.  The bows of the boats point to the direction from which the wind blows, and if 
there is no wind, the bows point to the direction from which the tide is coming. 
 
 

 
Fifteen from the Tee 
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Fifteen is the only green at Eastward Ho! which does not provide an open approach for 
the ball to roll onto the green.  Fifteen requires a forced carry to land on the green. The 
green is protected by two deep front greenside bunkers, a right greenside bunker, a back-
right greenside bunker, and the water hazard of Pleasant Bay behind and to the left of the 
green-----the putting surface is only three feet from the hazard on the left!  The putting 
surface has an irregular oval shape, and it slopes from back to front on three tiers.  Each 
tier has high and low spots which affect the roll of the ball-----such as the front-center 
knob on the lower tier. 
 
 

 
The Green Complex at Fifteen 

 
 
 
 
The short tee shot at Fifteen requires accuracy and finesse. The length, the pin position, 
and the wind must be taken into account for club and shot selection.  Frequently, a lofted 
club is selected for a high pitch shot, but when a Northeast wind is blowing into the 
golfer’s face, a knock-down shot into the wind may offer the best chance for hitting the 
green.  Sometimes the tee ball must be struck out over the bay to be blown back into the 
green, and sometimes the tee ball must be struck towards the right bunkers in order to be 
blown back to the center of the green. 
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The Green at Fifteen (note three tiered putting surface) 

 
 
 
Fifteen is a difficult green to read and to putt, and the breaks are not obvious.  The 
downhill breaks and speeds are more clear than the side hill breaks and speeds.  Putting 
uphill from a lower to higher tier requires judgment of the slopes and distance control.  
As usual at Eastward Ho!, the best and the easiest putts on Fifteen are from below the 
hole. 
 
Suggested names:  Bayside, Fowler 
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Sixteen  
 
The sixteenth hole at Eastward Ho! is a long 380 yard, par 4 straight heroic design which 
generally plays into the prevailing wind.  The scenic view from the sixteenth tee is 
memorable, and remarkably this view was not available from the tee box prior to the tree 
removal program in 2004.   
 
From the tee, Sixteen crosses a stretch of native grass to the beginning of the fairway, 
which is laid out on a longitudinal sand ridge which runs straight to the green.  The right 
side is protected by rough and side hill lies which slope from left to right into the 
fourteenth fairway.  The left side is protected by rough, fescue, and woods.  
  
 

 
Sixteen from the Tee 
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Looking back at the Sixteenth Tee from the Fairway 

 
 
The wide sixteenth fairway has several undulations which affect the roll of the ball after 
landing and determine the lie of the ball for the approach shot.  The slight uphill tilt and 
the ripples in the fairway can limit the roll of the drive after landing.  Sixty yards from 
the green, the fairway narrows and runs up to the front of the green.  There are no fairway 
bunkers on Sixteen. 
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The green complex at Sixteen has an open approach, however, achieving safe landing on 
the sixteenth green is not easy or routine.  The right side of the green has a front-right 
greenside bunker.  The right, back, and left sides of the green have steep rough covered 
slopes leading away from the putting surface.  The left side of the green has a front-left 
greenside bunker.  Both of the greenside bunkers are deep “Fowler Graves”.  The circular 
putting surface has a false front, a sharp slope from back to front, a subtle tilt from left to 
right, and several high and low points. 
 

 
The Green Complex at Sixteen 

 
The drive at Sixteen, which requires a forced carry over fescue, should be long and 
straight. This is a good hole to grip it, rip it, and swing away.  Length off the tee creates 
an advantage for the approach shot, so the drive should be struck with authority.  Errant 
drives on the right side allow recovery, while off-line drives in the left woods frequently 
require a rescue shot.   
 
Accuracy and finesse are required for the approach shot.  The approach shot on Sixteen is 
one of the more difficult approaches at Eastward Ho!, and getting up and down from any 
shot that misses the green is challenging.  The green can accept high pitches and low 
runners, but the high pitches must carry the false front and low runners must avoid 
running out right, long, or left where the ball will roll down a greenside slope.  Playing a 
short approach shot to the slope in front of the sixteenth green is a safe strategy which 
can lead to par.  
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The Green at Sixteen from behind the Green 

 
Putting on the sixteenth green can be underestimated.  There is more movement on this 
green than a first glance may reveal. The back to front slope and left to right tilt are real, 
and they must be taken into account when considering the roll and the break of putts.  As 
usual at Eastward Ho!, putting from below the hole is a good thing. 
 

 
Looking back at Sixteen from behind the Green 

 
Suggested names:  Ridge, Pines, Hawks 
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Seventeen 
 
The seventeenth hole is a 537 yard, par five, long heroic golf hole that is generally played 
with the prevailing wind.  From the back tee, the hole plays as a slight dogleg left design, 
but from the three forward tee boxes, the hole plays straight.  Seventeen generally plays 
shorter than the yardage unless a Northeast wind is blowing in the golfers face.  When the 
Southwest wind is blowing, Seventeen invites big hitters to attempt to reach the green in 
two shots. 
 
 

 
Seventeen from the Tee 

 
 
 
 
From the tee box, Seventeen crosses fescue to reach the multi-level fairway.  Several 
trees line the the right and left sides of the hole. The first part of the fairway includes two 
crossing ridges and a longitudinal ridge along the right side.  To the right of this vertical 
ridge, the fairway falls off into Cahoon’s Hollow which is covered by rough and fescue. 
Beyond Cahoon’s Hollow, the right side of the hole is framed by rough, fescue, and 
woods.   
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The center and left side of the fairway landing area consists of a hollow between the 
crossing ridges with the center of the bowl 306 yards from the green.  Through the entire 
length of the hole, the left side of the hole is lined by rough, fescue, and woods. 
 
 

 
Seventeen from the Start of the Fairway 

 
 
 
Beyond the “306 bowl”, the seventeenth fairway rises and falls over undulating terrain.  
The hole narrows, and it plays as a strategic golf hole.  The right side of the fairway goes 
low into a valley, and the left side of the fairway goes high on a sand ridge.  There is a 
left to right slope from the high left side of the fairway to the low right side of the 
fairway. 
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One hundred fifty yards from the green, the right side of the fairway is interrupted by the 
Fowler Bunker.  This large bilobed fairway bunker is cut into the slope up from the low 
right fairway with fescue adorning the face and the segmenting peninsula.  The Fowler 
Bunker collects balls hit down the right side and balls hit down the middle which catch a 
collection slope that leads to the bunker. 
 
 

 
The Fowler Bunker at Seventeen 

 
 
 
To the left of the Fowler Bunker, the high left side of the fairway drops down a steep 
slope into a fairway hollow with the nadir 100 yards from the green.  In sharp contrast, 
the right side of the hole beyond the Fowler Bunker is high on a vertical ridge above 
green level. At 100 yards from the green, the golfer has a good view of the green from the 
right side of the hole, while the approach from the low left fairway is blind.  The two 
levels merge on the way up to the front of the green. 
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Seventeen from the High Left Side of the Fairway at the Fowler Bunker 

 
 
 
 
The green complex at Seventeen is protected by a rough covered slope on the right side 
of the green, a back-right greenside bunker, a rough covered slope and fescue behind the 
green, rough and woods on the left side of the green, and a front-left greenside bunker.  
The putting surface, which has an irregular circular shape, has an open approach and a 
gentle false front on the right side of the green, a predominant back to front slope, a right 
side to center slope and a left side to center slope. Perimeter high points give the green a 
shallow bowl appearance.  
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The Green Complex at Seventeen 

 
 
In general, a big drive is a good idea at Seventeen----this is the heroic part of the design.  
The wide fairway provides plenty of room “to grip it and rip it”.  A long drive achieves 
the forced carry over the fescue, reduces the challenge of the second shot, and advances 
the possibility of going for the green in two.  Avoiding Cahoon’s Hollow on the right and 
avoiding the woods and fescue on the left are advisable.  The hollow at 306 yards from 
the green is a common resting spot for tee shots-------short drives reaching the first 
crossing ridge roll forward to the “306 bowl”, and long drives which do not carry the 
second crossing ridge may roll back into the “306 bowl”.   
 
The second shot at Seventeen is intended to set up the approach shot to the green for most 
golfers.  The second shot is challenged by the large strategic Fowler bunker on the right 
side of the fairway which can act as a magnetic penalty box. The second shot should be 
planned and struck to avoid the Fowler Bunker by laying up short of the bunker or by 
safely flying over it.  Frequently, the second shot will be struck down the left side of the 
fairway in order to come to rest at the bottom of the hollow 100 yards from the green.   
 
When the drive is long, beyond the 306 bowl, and the prevailing wind is at the golfer’s 
back, a shot to reach the green in two can be struck down the right side of the hole 
towards the right side of the green.  The ground on this path is firm, and the land will 
direct the rolling ball to the green or the front apron of the green where the golfer can 
play for eagle or birdie.  
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The approach shot to the seventeenth green should be easy, but it is not. If a high  
approach shot is short, the soft landing area in front of the green will prevent balls from 
rolling onto the green or the front-left greenside bunker will catch it.  In spite of the back 
to front slope of the green, it is not uncommon for approaches to land on the firm green 
and bounce or roll over the green.   Approaches which land on the right side slope will 
frequently roll towards the center of the green.  
  
 

 
The Green at Seventeen 

 
 
Seventeen is not a particularly difficult green to putt, but the golfer must carefully assess 
the several slopes to avoid a three putt.  The right to center slope is more severe than it 
looks.  Few putts on Seventeen are straight, and the best place for an approach shot to 
come to rest is below the pin. 
 
Suggested names:  Saddle, Cahoon’s Hollow, Hawk, Hawk Nest 
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Eighteen 
 
The eighteenth hole is a 460 yard, par 4, dogleg left, heroic golf hole.  Eighteen is one of 
the most challenging finishing holes on Cape Cod, in Massachusetts, and in New 
England.  When Fowler designed the golf course, he wrote, “The last one of all will be 
very exceptional and will be quite good enough in itself to make the name of this course”. 
 
Eighteen includes three tee boxes which allow the length of the hole to vary from 303 to 
460 yards.  From the back tee, the hole plays as a monster, par four, dogleg left golf hole.  
From the forward tees, the hole is a straight par four. The hole is played on three tiers or 
levels----- the tees and the upper fairway sit above sea level, the lower fairway is at sea 
level, and the green complex is situated above sea level on a bluff overlooking Pleasant 
Bay. 
 
From the back tee, Eighteen rises across fescue to the upper fairway which has several 
mounds, ridges, and vales.  Most drives will come to rest on the upper fairway.  On the 
right, the hole is protected by rough, fescue, and woods which lead into the practice 
range.  On the left, the golfer is challenged by rough, fescue, woods, and the bay hazard 
through the length of the hole.  The upper fairway has irregular uneven terrain which can 
affect the lie and the stance for the second shot. 
 

 
Eighteen from the Back Tee 
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When Fowler designed the eighteenth hole, it was a par five, three shot golf hole.  Prior 
to the installation of fairway irrigation in 1964, the upper fairway was generally dry and 
hard, and most tee balls scooted across the upper fairway down the hill to the lower 
fairway.  Given the fact that the common second shot on Eighteen was about one hundred 
fifty yards from the lower fairway, the club changed Eighteen to a par four golf hole.  
Since fairway irrigation softened the upper fairway and the hole was lengthened, the 
common second shot is 200-240 yards, and Eighteen plays like a par five for many 
golfers. 
 
 

 
Upper Fairway at Eighteen from the Forward Tee 
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As the eighteen hole journey over the golf course at Eastward Ho! comes to an end, the 
upper fairway on Eighteen provides another memorable scenic view.   From this perch, a 
golfer can see Pleasant Bay, the eighteenth fairway, the eighteenth green, the clubhouse, 
the practice range, and the club flagpole proudly displaying the flags of the United States 
of America, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the Town of Chatham.  This view 
should remind members and guests alike that Eastward Ho! is a unique seaside golf 
course, and we are fortunate to play golf on this special property. 

 
Eighteen from the Upper Fairway 

 
Two hundred twenty yards from the green, the upper fairway descends a steep slope to 
the lower fairway which is relatively flat.  From sea level, the lower fairway rises up a 
slope to the green which sits adjacent to the back of the clubhouse overlooking Pleasant 
Bay. On the way up the slope to the green, a right side fairway bunker and two left side 
fairway bunkers are cut into the hill to add challenge to the finishing hole.  
 
The eighteenth green complex protects par with a slope in front of the green, rough to the 
right of the green, members sitting on the back deck (providing encouragement!), a 
greenside bunker behind the green, and a long thin greenside bunker and the bay hazard 
on the left side of the green.  The oval putting surface includes an open approach, a false 
front, and slopes from front to back and right to left.  The greens at Eighteen and Two are 
the only greens at the Ho! which tilt from front to back.  The putting surface includes 
subtle knobs middle-right, back-right, and front-left and a low point middle-middle.  The 
eighteenth green may be the end of the journey, but Fowler saved one of his more 
difficult putting greens for last. 
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The drive at Eighteen must be long and avoid the left side bay hazard in order to play the 
hole as a long heroic par four.  When a drive on the home hole finds the left side bay 
hazard, one loquacious former member was known to say. “End the day in Pleasant Bay”. 
 
The undulating terrain of the upper fairway can minimize the roll of a drive after landing 
and shorten the length of the drive. A tee shot which comes to rest on the upper fairway 
will frequently leave the golfer a 220-240 yard approach shot to a well protected green.  
Given this situation, some players choose to lay up with the second shot and play the hole 
as a short strategic par five.  A good lay up shot should seek a flat lie and avoid the 
fairway bunkers.  When a long second shot to the green is attempted, it is wise to aim 
down the right side of the fairway with a plan of carrying the right fairway bunker and 
rolling up onto the green or at least onto the slope in front of the green. 
 
A well struck drive down the left side of the upper fairway can be propelled forward by 
the upper fairway slope and roll down to the lower fairway.  A drive which finds the 
lower fairway is in good position for an approach shot to the green in the form of a high 
mid-iron shot or a low runner up the right side.  The approach shot must carry the false 
front of the green, but not be struck so firmly so as to carry over the green into the back 
bunker. 
 

  Eighteen from the Lower Fairway 
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Putting on Eighteen is not easy or routine, and it may be more difficult than other greens 
at the Ho! with friends watching from the deck!  The right to left break on the right side 
of the green is impressive, and the front to back slope must be taken into account.  Five is 
a good score on Eighteen, four is a great score, and birdies on the home hole should be 
celebrated! 
 
 

 
The Green at Eighteen   

(note the false front and front to back slope) 
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Looking back at Eighteen from Behind the Green 

 
Suggested names:  Old Glory, Home, Clubhouse, Fabulous Finish 
 

 
Journey’s End 
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On the Deck, at the Bar,  in the Grille Room……… 
 

Discussions overheard while waiting for the first Guinness to be properly 
poured………… 
 

Course Condition 
 
During the last decade, the Board of Governors of Eastward Ho! decided to restore the 
golf course to Herbert Fowler’s specifications and to hire golf course architect Keith 
Foster to manage a restoration of the golf course.  Concurrently, the Green Committee 
and the Board hired Frank Hancock as Golf Course Superintendent and established 
maintenance standards for the golf course.  These decisions and actions led to a 
considerable upgrade in the condition of the golf course at Eastward Ho!   
 
In 2012, members and visitors consistently praise the conditioning of the golf course and 
the entire property.  For example, in 2010, after two elite American amateur champions 
played Eastward  Ho!, they said, “every surface of this property is well maintained” and 
“every place you put your foot down on this golf course is perfect”.  I believe that the 
golf course at Eastward Ho! is maintained as well as any golf course in the United States. 
 
 
 

 
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary Pin Flag 
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The Fescue 
 

The fescue and native grasses enhance the natural beauty of the golf course at Eastward 
Ho!  However, these long stemmed grasses have more value than pure cosmetic 
enhancement.  The fescue provides definition for golf holes, influences direction of play, 
defines cultivated turf borders, and stabilizes boundary turf.  It also provides coverage for 
buffer areas between cultivated turf and eco-areas such as marshes, ponds, bays, etc.  
Furthermore, fescue on the golf course supports club goals of natural resource 
conservation and cost control.   Fescue does not require water or fertilizer, and fescue 
costs less to maintain than cultivated turf.   
 
Although most members of Eastward Ho! enjoy the “look” of long flowing native grass 
and acknowledge its beauty, the fescue is not always functionally beautiful, and it is the 
subject of many post-round discussions among members and guests.  The fescue at the 
Ho! is intended to be thin and wispy, as native grasses are generally found on links golf 
courses in Ireland, Scotland, and England.  However, when the spring weather on Cape 
Cod is wet, as it commonly is, the fescue at Eastward Ho! can become thick with a dense 
matted base.  When that happens, offline shots into the fescue can be unplayable or lost, 
which affects playability and member satisfaction.  Furthermore, searches for golf balls in 
the fescue can lead to slow play.  When the fescue and native grass at Eastward Ho! is 
consistently thin, wispy, and playable, in addition to being beautiful, I expect members 
will speak more favorably about “the damn fescue”. 
 
 

 
Bluestem Fescue 
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Length 
 
The major weakness of the golf course at Eastward Ho! is the length of the golf course, 
which reflects the limits of the 132 acre property.  This is not a problem for recreational 
golfers, and it is not a problem for the club.  The course plays from 4730 yards to 6367 
yards from four sets of tees, and it provides considerable challenge for golfers of all 
abilities.   
 
However, when comparing Eastward Ho! with other elite championship golf courses, the 
length of  6367 yards from the back tees is a weakness.  Low handicap golfers, who can 
hit long tee shots, are not troubled by forced carries off the tee, and they can avoid 
strategic fairway bunkers and hazards. Furthermore, when executing approach shots from 
a shorter distance than a high handicapper, they have more options for reaching the 
desired segment of the green safely and making par or birdie.   
 
During the golf course restoration, length was added to One, Three, Four, Five, Eight, 
Ten, Twelve, Fifteen, Sixteen, and Seventeen.  The added length increased the challenge 
of the golf course from the Black tees, but it did not change the golf course from the 
Gold, White, or Green tees.  I favor continuing efforts to add length to greater than 6500 
or 6600 yards.  In my opinion, added length will not change the golf course for club and 
recreational golfers, but added length will strengthen the golf course for elite golfers. 
 

 
Fourteen 
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Caddies, Caddie Camp, Golf Carts 
 
At the beginning, Eastward Ho! was a walking golf course.  Players carried their own 
golf bags or employed caddies to carry their clubs.  In 1925, the club established Camp 
Eastward Ho! to provide caddies for the golfers.   
 
In 1929, the club collaborated with the Cambridge YMCA to establish a caddie camp 
under the direction of the golf professional and the director of the caddie camp.  The 
YMCA supplied young men to spend the summer caddying at Eastward Ho!  The club 
provided room and board at the “bunkhouse” which was probably located on the site of 
the current maintenance building.  Caddies were charged $5.50 per week for room and 
board.   
 
At some point during World War II, the caddie camp was discontinued because the club 
endured a period of financial difficulty.  After WWII, the Eastward Ho! caddie camp was 
re-established with a new affiliation with the Boys and Girls Club in Charlestown, 
Massachusetts.   
 
By 1962, the Camp Eastward Ho! facilities were in dire need of an immediate upgrade, 
and the old bunkhouse was condemned by the club and the Town of Chatham.  In 1963, 
the club built a new caddie camp facility on the site of the current maintenance facility.  
In 1963, the Chair of the Golf Committee began to nominate one caddie annually to be a 
Ouimet Scholar.   
 
From 1952 to 1969, the Eastward Ho! Caddie camp was led by Mario “Mike” DeFazio, 
who taught physical education and coached wrestling in Needham, Massachusetts from 
1935 through 1969.  Mr. DeFazio was known as the “Dean of High School Wrestling 
Coaches in New England”.  Mr. DeFazio was my first wrestling coach in Needham, and 
as a high school senior, I received the Mike DeFazio Most Valuable Wrestler Award.  
Unfortunately, I did not caddie for Mr. DeFazio, as I attended the Oyster Harbors Caddie 
Camp. 
 

 
Monogram Patch worn on Eastward Ho! Caddie Sweaters 
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Motorized golf carts were first used at Eastward Ho! in the 1950’s.  The use of golf carts 
was approved by the Board in September 1958, and carts were privately owned, 
maintained, and insured.  Golf carts were stored in private sheds located near the currnt 
maintenance building adjacent to the tenth hole.  When the maintenance building was 
expanded to accommodate storage of golf carts, private ownership of golf carts 
transitioned from private ownership to club ownership. 
 
The Eastward Ho! caddie camp closed in 1972, but memories of the caddie camp still 
exist at Eastward Ho!  Pictures of caddies are hung on the wall outside the locker rooms, 
and a plaque under the club flagpole reads, “In honor of our fellow caddies who died in 
World War II.  Caddie Camp Alumni 1946”.   
 
During the forty years since the caddie camp closed, Eastward Ho! transitioned from a 
walking golf club to a riding golf club.  In 2012, ninety percent of rounds played at 
Eastward Ho! are played in motorized golf carts. 
 
 
 
 

 
Cross-section of Eastward Ho! Flagpole 
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Eastward Ho! Golf Professionals 

 
James McLeay 1922-1936 
Jack Summers  1937- 1954 
Jack Forrester 1955-1964 
Dan Keefe  1965 -1976 
Bob Larkin  1976-1980       
John Scheffler 1980-1998 
Brian Hamilton 1999 - Present 
 
Eastward Ho! Golf Course Superintendents 

 
B. G. Brown 1922-1923 
Mr. Tait  1924- 
Jack Summers  1937-1954 
Lewis Kent  1957-1969 
Brian Cowan  1969 – 2004 
Frank Hancock  2004 - Present        
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The Golf Course at Eastward Ho!-----Hole-by-Hole on One Page 

 

 

Hole Yards Par Design Comments 

1 355-380 4 Dogleg left 
Heroic 

Opening hole…uphill approach…crater 
bunker…difficult undulating green 

2 221-350 4 Dogleg right Uphill forced carry drive over salt marsh….. 
crossing bunker…. green front to back tilt 

3 197-326 4 Dogleg left 
Strategic 

Short four….forced carry drive over 
gullie…protected green….East end course 

4 147-182 3 Mid-length 
Three to West 

Bayside par three….Bay hazard right…. 
Exposed drive…..tough sloped green 

5 349-525 5 Heroic and 
Strategic 

Long, uphill three-shotter into prevailing 
wind….exposed green on top of dune 

6 384-421 4 Heroic and 
Strategic 

Signature hole…..eccentric multi-level 
fairway…..two-tiered plateau green 

7  62-181 3 Mid-length 
Three to West 

Bayside par three….tee on beach…..uphill 
tee shot….exposed sloped green 

8 303-348 4 Straight 
Strategic 

Bayside hole….crossing bunkers….uphill 
approach….green tilt back-front & right-left 

9 300-391 4 Straight  
Heroic 

Bayside hole…..rolling fairway….. 
challenging approach…..subtle green 

10 135-208 3 Long Three 
to South 

Forced carry over wetland ….multi-level 
land mass…difficult sloped green 

11 403-485 5 Dogleg left 
Strategic 

Short five….OB left….narrows…difficult 
approach…..tough putting surface 

12 234-333 4 Slight Dogleg 
Right, Strategic 

Short uphill four…fairway crossing ridges… 
crowned  green….difficult scoring hole 

13 262-336 4 Dogleg right Uphill drive…fairway tree…challenging 
approach….birdie hole…West end course 

14 306-371 4 Dogleg left Uphill drive….side hill fairway…”elephant 
hole”….sailboats…..extended green complex 

15  78-153 3 Short Three  
To East 

Signature bayside hole….forced carry tee 
shot….three tier green…Fowler favorite 

16 300-384 4 Straight 
Heroic 

Long four….fairway on ridge…tough 
approach….sloped green 

17 391-537 5 Heroic and 
Strategic 

Drive fescue…multi-level fairway….Fowler 
Bunker…hole narrows……bowl green 

18 303-460 4 Dogleg left 
Heroic/Strategic 

Long bayside finishing hole…..uphill 
approach…..green beside clubhouse deck 
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